
 
 The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany         February 1, 2026            

 

BCP-Book of Common Prayer                 WLP -Wonder, Love and Praise 

 

Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

10:30 AM    

The Word of God 
Voluntary  

 

At the Procession 

 Hymnal 556 Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart         Marion 

   

Opening Acclamation  BCP 355 

Celebrant         Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  

People             And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever, Amen.  

Celebrant         Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:   

     Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly  

     love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Song of Praise  S-280 Glory to God  Gloria in excelsis (Canticle 20)    Powell 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the 

supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The First Lesson:  Micah 6.1-8                         Bible 854  
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for 

the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 

 

“O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up 

from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of 

Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of 

the Lord.” 
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“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him 

with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens 

of thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the 

sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to 

do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual: Psalm 15 Domine, quis habitabit?       BCP 599 

The choir and congregation chant the psalm.          + 

 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 

who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 

who speaks the truth from his heart. 

 

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 

he does no evil to his friend; * 

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 

but he honors those who fear the Lord. 

 

5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 

and does not take back his word. 

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

 

+7 Whoever does these things * 

shall never be overthrown.

The Epistle:   1 Corinthians 1.18-31  Bible 1308 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 

For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 

were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in 

the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord.” 

The Word of the Lord / Thanks be to God. 

 

At the Sequence            

 Hymnal 656 Blest Are the Pure in Heart        Franconia  
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Procession to Children’s Chapel for 3K, 4K, and 5K. Children will return at the Peace. 

 

The Gospel:  Matthew 5.1-12  Bible 1150  

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 

to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 

on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.   

 People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon 

The Nicene Creed           BCP 358 
Prayers of the People, Form IV         BCP 388 

Confession of Sin and Absolution        BCP 360 

The Peace 

The Holy Communion 

At the Offertory                                          Prayer of St. Francis        Allen Pote 
Me’Kaylah Haynes, soprano 

At the Presentation          Old 100th 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below, 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   

 
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B       BCP 367 

Hymnal S-128 Holy, holy, holy Lord–Sanctus        Mathias 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread          BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem: S-154 Agnus Dei          Hurd 

 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

 

At the Communion 

 Hymnal 693 Just As I Am           Woodworth 

 Hymnal 554 Simple Gifts          Simple Gifts 

 WLP 804 Steal Away          Negro Spiritual 
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People’s response to the sending out of the Eucharistic Visitors 

May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 

 

Postcommunion Prayer and Blessing        BCP 365 

 

Hymn at the Procession 

 Hymnal 490 I want to walk as a child of the light     ` Houston 

 

Dismissal 

 

Voluntary  

 

 



 

Our Worship 
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Just a few weeks before Lent, our lectionary tunes us to 

God’s way of seeing the world. With God’s eyes, 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit” and “Blessed are those 

who mourn.” As we inch toward Lent, we pray to be 

renewed, but specifically we pray to be taught God’s 

way of seeing the world.  
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 

Those leading worship at St. John's:   

10:30  EM 1: Benton Williamson  EM 2: Bill Todd 

Greeters: Lauren McCauley, Ann Ruderman 

Ushers: Jason Lockhart, Keith Axson, William Bozeman, 

Davis Bozeman 

Altar Guild: Georgianna Wheeler, Cathy Bourne  Lynda 

Lovelace, Sallie Reynolds, Elizabeth Powers     

Altar Flowers: Robin Campbell  

Join us for EYC tonight! 

Middle school 5-6 PM | Dinner 6-6:30 | High School 6:30

-7:30 
 

No Pre-YC this Sunday, Feb 1. Join us next week!  
 

We need Peace Keepers for Children’s Chapel!  Sign 

up link in the Epistle.  Interested in being a teacher or 

peacekeeper for Children’s Chapel? Join us for a training 

session on Tuesday, Feb 3 at 5:30 PM in the       

Children’s Chapel.   
 

12 youth and 4 adults are headed to West Virginia this 

weekend for a ski trip! Please keep this group in your 

prayers as they enjoy some snowy fun! 

Keating Davison, Ellis Warren, Claire McCants, Berkeley 
McCants, Adair Hinson, Spence Jaillette, Will Jaillette, Cannon 

Lovelace, Henry Koehler, Wade Svicarovich, Tyler Turnipseed, 

Saunders Linden, Brink Hinson, Scott Jaillette, Ginny Warren, 

Alex Cheek  
 

Looking to do some summer mission work? The 

Homeworks Mission week in Edisto is back! High 

school youth are invited to be part of this mission week 

from July 19-24. Let Alex know if you are interested! 
 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars! 

VBS 2026: June 8-11  

Family Ministries 

Ministry Architect Update 

The Ministry Architects Implementation Team has   

continued its work to strengthen and support the    

ministries of St. John’s through careful planning and  

collaboration.  Since our last meeting, the team has 

made meaningful progress in clarifying volunteer and 

leadership roles, completing planning for key ministries, 

and preparing resources for major parish events.  In 

the coming month, the team will focus on bringing this 

work together—finalizing plans, identifying next steps, 

and preparing to share more fully with the             

congregation as we look toward the future of ministry 

at St. John’s. Specifically, the team will participate in a 

Vision Summit February 6-7. We ask for prayers 

for the implementation team, staff, vestry, and children 

and youth volunteers that will be gathering over this    
weekend.  We are grateful for the dedication of those 

serving on this team and for the continued prayers and 

support of our parish community as we seek further 

renewal of our ministry with children and youth.   

Tuesday: Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study at 7 AM. 

Good breakfast and fellowship accompany the study of 

the Scriptures in the Dining Room of the Barr Center.  

Tuesday: Women's Bible Study, fellowship at 6:30 PM, 

study begins at 7 PM in the parlor.  *Stay tuned! Details 

coming soon on a new study beginning after Lent.* 

Tuesday and Thursday: Yoga in the Multipurpose 

Room at 9:30 AM 

Wednesday: Rector’s Bible Study meets Wednesdays 

at 10:30 in the Parlor, studying the book of Jonah.  

Wednesday: Holy Eucharist in the Chapel, located in 

Heyward Hall at 12 PM.   

Friday: Men’s Bible Study Fridays at 7:00 AM in the 

Parlor. BYOB - Bring Your Own Bible. We are in a 

deep dive into the Gospels.   

Weekly Studies 



 

  

Vestry 2026  

 

Lauren McCauley, Senior Warden 

laurensmccauley@gmail.com  

Ann Ruderman, Junior Warden 

aruderman@sc.rr.com  

 

Thomas Coleman          

thomaskcoleman81@gmail.com  

Paul McCullough           

pmcculloughhomes@gmail.com  

Lockey Plyler             

lockey.plyler@gmail.com  

Lynae Beresford 

lynae.beresford@gmail.com  

Holly Godwin            

holly.harring@gmail.com  

Brink Hinson        

brinkhinson@gmail.com  

Ashley Jaillette            

ashleywjaillette@gmail.com  

Smith Richardson            

Riddick.smith@gmail.com  

Fletcher Spigner        

fletcher.spigner@gmail.com 

George Gallagher               

ggallagher@speed-seta.com 

Sandy Leach              

alexandrasandyleach@gmail.com 

Courtenay Mims           

Courtenay_mims@hotmail.com 

Gordon Schell              

gordoncschell@gmail.com 
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Come Make Music With Us This Semester! 

Have you been thinking about singing with the choir? This is a wonderful 

time to join us as we prepare for the sacred music of Holy Week and the 

joy of Easter. Regardless of experience level, new voices are always    

welcome. The choir supports our worship through prayerful music and 

joyful fellowship, and this semester offers a meaningful opportunity to 

grow in both. Come be part of the song as we journey together through 

Lent into Easter. For more information, contact  Amanda Wrona at 

ahw@stjohnscolumbia.org with any questions. 
 

Tilted Halos (K-2nd) and St. John's Singers (3rd-8th) rehearsals begin 

again on Jan 11, 2026. If your child would like to join, simply come to 

room 226 after church on Sunday! Please reach out to Amanda Wrona at 

ahw@stjohnscolumbia.org to receive the full schedule.  Both choirs will 

sing at 9am service on Easter Day, with SJS singing at additional service.  
 

The Contemporary Choir is looking for more   singers! This group 

provides valuable support and leadership during the Selah services, singing 

the more contemporary songs to lead our 10:30am worship service in 

praise. The Selah services take place about once every four to five weeks, 

with rehearsals at 9:15 AM the Sunday morning of the service. Contact   

Amanda Wrona at ahw@stjohnscolumbia.org with any questions.  
 

St. John’s Ringers handbell choir meet each Sunday after the 1030am 

service.  Rehearsals will resume in February to prepare for the Easter 

season. Anyone interested in joining the bell choir for the Easter season 

should contact the bell choir director Kim Bray at kim7bray@gmail.com.  

Music Ministry 

 

Ladies’ Tea 

Postponed until a later date. 

Upcoming Events & Services 

Tuesday, Feb  17:   Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Wednesday, Feb 18:   Ash Wednesday, Services   

             at 7:45 AM, 12:15 PM, 6 PM 

Wednesdays, Feb 25 - March 25:     

   Wednesday Nights in Lent,                        

          Supper at 5:30, Program at 6:15 PM.  



 

Prayer List 
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Those to Be Married: Emily Bryant and Frank Chapman, Kate Thomas and Michael O’Keefe, Allison Nagy and 

Porter Burkett 

Expecting Parents: Olivia and Bevan Funderburk 

New Parents: Barbara Wesman, daughter of Zoe & Caleb Wesman, born 12/9; Cameron Gene Gross, daughter of 

Kyle & Sarah Gross, born 12/5; Keats Bancroft-Phillips, son of Alice Phillips & Bryce Bancroft, born 12/04 

For Military Service Personnel: Matthew Simmons, Byron Davison, Salters Kneece, Rivers Chadwick, Ryan 

Sheard 

St. John’s Church Members: Mackie All, Pat Arnold, Bill Barksdale, Jr., Jerryana Birch-Biblioni, Jackie Boylston, 

Abby Bray, Katie Hayes Burns, Janice Fort, Burton Fowles, Jr., Steve Hardin, Miriam Hedgepath, Leigh Jones, Alice 

King, Jim Knight, Shirley Knight, Larry Long, Joyce Mann, Bruce Marshall, Troy McLaughlin, Linda Mittenzwei,  John 

Montgomery, Christine Prioleau, George Reid, Annette Shuler, Jack Sterne, Mollie Sullivan, Katherine Wells 

Friends and Family of Church Members: Edie Avery, Jose Arnaldo Bibiloni, Joanna Beresford, Patsy Blocker, 

Ann Bowman, Carol Britton, Kay Canipe, Carol Clarkson, Amy Crook, Ginnie Daguise, Brantley Daniel, Melinda 

“Rosa” Franks, Douglas Frels, Lettie Fuller, Tawney Gavin, Kensi Griffin, Mark Grey, Mia Guinn, Sonya Hancock, 

Kristi Helmly, Miller Ingram, Frances Jaillette, Sharon James-Hilyer, Christi Jolley, Kevin Keeney, Kate Lichty, Lori 
Lesieur, Jennifer Martin, John McKie, Katherine Mundy, Jim O’Keefe, Charlie Pate, Carol Preslar, Colleen Pruitt, Earl   

Ridout & family, Beaumont Riley, Mark Riley, Jackie Schell, Pearl Sims, Courtney Smith, Jason Sutton, Eleanor Taylor, 

Nancy Tevepaugh, Jerry Trotter, Vera W. Tucker, Barbara Turner, Carly Waters, Melissa Watt, Brooks Wheeler, 

Virginia Wolcott  

If you have a prayer request, please fill out this form: https://tinyurl.com/stjohnsprays 

News & Events 

Men of St. John's Annual Meeting & Dinner 

This Monday, February 2 at 6:30 PM 

Social Time in the Barr Center Lobby 

Low Country Boil Supper in the Dining Room  

Our speaker is Bob Inglis, former member of Congress, who is also our speaker at Kanuga.   

Join us as the baton is passed from president George Gallager to incoming president Michael 

Burkett. We’ll share news as well of upcoming events for men at St. John’s.  Older high school 

boys and men of college age are very welcome. 
 

Backpack Ministry 

Each week, we pack roughly 25 bags with a variety of foods for students to have over the weekend. Bags can be 

packed anytime between Sunday and Wednesday at noon of each week. This is a great way for your family or any 

church group to participate in a meaningful ministry of St. John's. Please consider volunteering. If you have any   

questions, please be in touch with Elizabeth Beasley at eibeasley@gmail.com or 864-980-2548.  

Sign Up: https://tinyurl.com/backpackspring26 
 

Lunch & Learn: February 19, 12 Noon in the Dining Room 

Professor Mark Smith, Carolina Distinguished Professor of History 

The Stono Rebellion of 1739 

Professor Smith will speak about the largest slave insurrection in British North America, which began on September 

9, 1739. About 20 Africans raided a store near Wallace Creek, a branch of the Stono River in the low country. The 

rebels, led by Catholic Angolans, marched south toward promised freedom in Spanish Florida, waving flags, beating 

drums, and shouting "Liberty!" Dr. Smith is at work on a graphic novel on the rebellion. Join us as we mark Black 

History Month; rsvp to sje@stjohnscolumbia.org.   
 

St. John’s Young Adults  

This fellowship group, generally in their 20s and early 30s, is a low-pressure way to make new connections at the 

church. Young Adult Bowling Night Thursday, February 12 at the Grand on Main. It will be about $20 per person. 

Text Maggie at (662) 801-4341 by Wednesday, February 4 to save your spot.   
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Give 

Connect 

Daniel P. Richards, Bishop of Upper South Carolina     

Nicholas M. Beasley, Rector                                       

Garrett Ayers, Associate Rector                                  

Alex Barron, Priest Associate                                       

Amanda Hines Wrona, Director of Music                               

English Morris, Organist                                                

Alex Cheek, Director of Family Ministries                       

Laura Fowles, Parish Administrator                                

Rhonda  Gardner, Financial Administrator                    

Megan Griffin, Administrative Assistant 

St. John’s Clergy & Staff 

  

Vestry 2026  

 

Lauren McCauley, Senior Warden 

laurensmccauley@gmail.com  

Ann Ruderman, Junior Warden 

aruderman@sc.rr.com  

 

Thomas Coleman          

thomaskcoleman81@gmail.com  

Paul McCullough           

pmcculloughhomes@gmail.com  

Lockey Plyler             

lockey.plyler@gmail.com  

Lynae Beresford 

lynae.beresford@gmail.com  

Holly Godwin            

holly.harring@gmail.com  

Brink Hinson        

brinkhinson@gmail.com  

Ashley Jaillette            

ashleywjaillette@gmail.com  

Smith Richardson            

Riddick.smith@gmail.com  

Fletcher Spigner        

fletcher.spigner@gmail.com 

George Gallagher               

ggallagher@speed-seta.com 

Sandy Leach              

alexandrasandyleach@gmail.com 

Courtenay Mims           

Courtenay_mims@hotmail.com 

Gordon Schell              

gordoncschell@gmail.com 

Pledge 

*Suspended for Winter Weather - Resumes Next Week* 

Adult Formation 
At 9:00 Monthly 

Early Sunday School Class:  Davis Bourne leads "The David Story: 
Shepherd, Father, King.” A delicious breakfast is included. Next meeting is 

TODAY Feb 1. 

At 9:30 Every Week  

Equipping the Saints - Multipurpose Room During the season of 

Epiphany, the Equipping the Saints class will meet in the multi-purpose 

room to discuss the sermon preached at St. John’s from the prior 

week. We will re-watch the sermon, and think about its call upon our 

lives. This week will be led by Brandon Templeton.  

The Wired Word - Parlor, First Floor.  Discussion-oriented, this class 

works off lessons emailed to participants in advance, that provoke     

reflection on  Scripture, current events, and our common life.   

Faith at Home - Library, Children in Holy Scripture We’ll consider the 

Bible’s wisdom related to children and childhood in this series that runs 

from January until May. The Bible speaks of children as examples to the 

rest of us, as objects of our responsibility, and as creatures active in 

God’s service and witness in their own right as well. This week will be 

led by Fr. Ayers.  

 

Children's Sunday School 

9:30 AM 

Little Lambs (age 3-4): Room 129 

K-2: Room 226 

3-5: Room 215 

Middle School: Room 221 

High School: Room 222   

Sunday School & Adult Formation 


