
HERE’S 

THE… 

CHURCH 



Acolytes 

The Acolyte Ministry at St. John’s provides an opportunity for our 
young people to be active and involved in the life of the parish by 
assisting the clergy at all regular and special liturgies throughout 
the year. Our acolytes are committed to enhancing our corporate 
worship to the glory of God, and to learning the practical and 
symbolic roles of the acolyte in our rich liturgical tradition. All 
youth in the parish are welcomed and encouraged to serve as 
acolytes, generally beginning in their sixth grade year, and 
continuing through high school. Acolyte or Crucifer duties are 
assigned based on the experience of the server and at the 
discretion of the Acolyte Master.  Group training is held each year 
and is publicized in advance. Individual   training is also provided 
as needed, and we are always glad to welcome new acolytes to 
serve at St. John’s. 
 

Ushers 

All adult men and women are encouraged to serve as ushers 
during worship services. Volunteers are added to a rotating 
list provided by the Men of St. John’s.  Schedules are 
emailed to those scheduled to serve. 
 

Lectors/Eucharistic Ministers 

Lectors serve the congregation in services by reading the 
scripture lessons and leading the prayers of the people.  
Individuals are licensed by the bishop to administer the 
chalice at Holy Communion. They are trained by the 
clergy, and follow the customs of the parish.  
 

Holy Matrimony 

The Episcopal Church teaches that  marriage is the life-long union 
of two people, who make their vows before God and the church, 
and receive the grace and blessing of God to help them fulfill their 
vows.   

Couples asking to be married at St. John’s are presumed to be 
seeking God's blessing and the support of this church 
community. We expect couples to prepare for and fulfill their 
marriage covenant through active participation and regular 
worship here, before and after their wedding, and through pre-
marital preparation with the clergy. The Celebration and Blessing 
of a Marriage in The Book of Common Prayer is the church's liturgy 
for its baptized members; this ceremony is not offered for 
nonmembers.  

In accordance with the canons of the church, the Priest in Charge 
makes the final decision of who may or may not be married at St. 
John’s, and assigns an officiating priest for each wedding.   

 

Worship and Music Ministry 

Altar Guild 

The altar guild is responsible for handling all altar 
preparations for all church and chapel services. 
This includes maintenance of silver, brass, and 
linens. There are five groups, each one 
responsible for one week of services per month. 
The primary duties of the altar guild are 
performed on Saturday morning, following each 
service on Sunday, the mid-week chapel service, 
and any other services that might occur during 
the week. Training is provided, and there is a 
manual with instructions for additional assistance.  
 

Baptism 

Holy Baptism is a public celebration of full 
initiation, by water and the Holy Spirit, into 
Christ's body the Church.   

It is the act of grateful acceptance of the new 
covenant God has offered to all humankind. We 
offer this Sacrament to infants and children with 
the expectation that they will in time make their 
own public affirmation of faith before the bishop 
of the diocese. Infant and child baptisms at St. 
John’s are scheduled through the Children’s 
Baptism Coordinator; adult baptisms are 
scheduled through a  member of the clergy. 
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This Life of the Church booklet is a compilation of 
the many opportunities for our congregation, 
newcomers and guests to become more closely 
connected to the family of St. John’s and our mission 
to serve Christ and one another. If you would like to 
become a member of St. John’s please contact the 
parish office or a member of the Newcomer’s & 
Guests Ministry Team.  

Opportunities for service are presented in every 
aspect of church life. It is hoped there will be an 
opportunity for service presented here that will give 
each person a way to become more closely connected 
to St. John’s and use their God-given time, talent and 
treasure. Contact names and email addresses for staff 
and vestry are located on the back of this booklet. 
You’re invited to openly participate in the life of the 
church family. “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21)  Thanks be to God! 
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Handbells/Drum Circle  

St. John’s has among its musical resources a full set of 
handbells and a set of world percussion instruments.  Over the 
course of this year, we hope to start utilizing these instruments 
during worship services and at other events.  If you are 
interested in participating in a bell choir or drum circle, please 
call or email the Director of Music Ministry.  
 

Instrumental Musicians/Selah  

Instrumentalists of all ages are encouraged to contact the 
Director of Music about opportunities to share their talents. 
All instruments are welcome, and one may play individually or 
in a group both informally and during worship.  Selah is St. 
John’s own ensemble of singers and acoustic instrument 
players (guitar, bass, percussion, etc.). They rehearse at times 
convenient to the members. New members are always 
welcome.    
 

Chamber Singers, Early Music Ensemble  

St. John’s Chamber Singers focus on four-part unaccompanied 
music, primarily early English choral music (16th - 17th 
centuries) and early American music. Membership is by 
audition. The Early Music Ensemble performs primarily early 
instrumental music (through 1750), and membership is open 
to all qualified and interested musicians. 
 

Christmas Eve Musicians  

Special rehearsals for Christmas Eve services begin in 
December, and both children and adults who do not 
participate regularly in music groups are invited to join in the 
preparation of simple but moving music for Christmas Eve. In 
order to provide the widest possible opportunity for boys and 
girls to play an important role on Christmas Eve, regular choir 
participants are joined by others whose family schedules do not 
permit their attendance at regular Wednesday night 
activities. The schedule of rehearsals is announced in 
November. 
 

St. John’s Requiem Choir (Adult) 

The Requiem Choir provides music and service leadership for 
funerals at St. John’s.  We welcome anyone who is interested 
in this ministry. We have 30-40 people on our roster and no 
one needs to feel obligated to sing at every funeral. Requiem 
Choir participants often feel that providing this support is one 
of the last things that we can do for the deceased and their 
families. 

Guild of the Flowering Cross 

The Guild of the Flowering Cross is a group of parishioners 
who volunteer to arrange flowers for the altar. Usually 
working in pairs, they select the flowers and greenery for a 
designated week and arrange them in a provided 
container. The arrangements are usually completed on 
Friday or Saturday of each week. For major Holy Days, the 
entire group helps decorate the church. This is a fun and 
creative way to participate in the life of the church. New 
members are welcome and will be provided a "seasoned" 
helper, if desired.   

 

Music and Choirs 
The music ministry at St. John’s is dedicated to promoting music 
and singing as an integral component in the  life of the church as 
we worship, proclaim, teach and learn.  There are many 
opportunities to participate: 

 

Adult Choirs 

St. John’s Chancel Choir and Chamber Singers (High 
School - Adult)  
Rehearsing at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays throughout the year, 
the Chancel Choir is a mixed-voice choir that is open to all 
singers high school age and older.  This ensemble helps to 
lead worship most Sundays. Newcomers are welcome 
throughout the year, and no prior experience is necessary.  
 

Chamber Singers is a group of more experienced Chancel 
Choir members who will occasionally present advanced 4-
part unaccompanied pieces during worship services.  
 

St. John’s Singers (grades 3-8) 
Rehearsing on most Sunday afternoons in the hour before 
EYC, St. John’s Singers will sing for services 1-2 times 
during the fall, at Christmas Eve, and for occasional services 
in the spring.  Participants are taught the elements of choral 
singing at a level appropriate to the ages of the participants.  
 

St. John’s Music Makers (4K-Grade 2)  

St. John’s Music Makers is a general music and choir 
readiness class which will meet from 5:30-5:55 pm during 
St. John’s Wednesday program offerings during the Fall and 
the Spring.  Through musical games and songs, participants 
will be introduced to basic vocal technique and elements of 
music reading. This class will join St. John’s Singers for 
songs at special church events.  
 



Adult Ministry 

In seeking to fulfill its mission “to educate and empower all 
into ministry and spiritual growth,” the Adult Formation 
ministry offers a variety of courses, activities, and 
opportunities for fellowship.  It aims to provide offerings 
that appeal to the theologically diverse congregation and 
advance each parishioner on his or her spiritual journey. 

The Adult Formation Committee meets twice a year to 
plan for each  semester’s line-up.  Class descriptions and 
their locations are listed in the   bulletin, the Weekly Epistle, 
and the website. 

Through the fall and again in the spring, parishioners 
gather each Wednesday night for a meal and program led 
by clergy.  Additionally, special classes and seasonal events 
are offered throughout the year.  Programs may focus on 
topics such as marriage and parenting, or on a particular 
church season such as Lent or      Advent.  Adult 
confirmation classes are offered at least once a year. 

 

Adult Sunday School 

Sunday School classes are held on Sunday mornings from 
September through May.  Generally, two to three classes are 
offered each Sunday morning.  Parishioners may attend the class 
of their choosing on any given Sunday.   

Bible Study 

St. John’s offers several opportunities for Bible study during the 
week: the Priest in Charge’s Bible Study on Wednesdays 
mornings at 10:45 am; a men’s bible study with breakfast on 
Tuesdays at 7:00 am; a women’s bible study meets this fall on 
Mondays at 7:00 pm.  

Tweenagers  

Women of all ages are invited for fellowship the third 
Thursday of each month at 6:30 September through May. 
Meetings are hosted by members and a short program is 
provided. 

Connections 

Connections is a social group for married and singles in their late 
20s, 30s and early 40s. Members host meetings and gatherings, 
generally in their homes, from September through May. 
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About St. John’s, Shandon 

In 1911, a group of citizens determined an Episcopal Church was needed in Shandon, Columbia's 
first suburb. Chartered on March 18, 1912, St. John's Episcopal Church purchased a ¾ acre lot 
on the corner of Wheat and Holly Streets. The first church building was constructed facing Holly 
Street (approximately where the parking lot is located today). This building served as both the 
sanctuary and parish hall until the present church building was completed in 1926.  

In May 1945, St. John's paid off its mortgage and began a period of growth in both membership 
and facilities. In 1949, the brick portion of Heyward Hall was built and in 1956 the granite 
section of Heyward Hall and the narthex of the church were constructed. The John MacReadie 
Barr Christian Life Center was completed in 1993 providing space for basketball, parish 
meetings, a formal dining room and a well-equipped kitchen. In 2012, the church started a 
Restoration & Repair project, complete with a new HVAC and audio system, new narthex roof, 
copper gutters, stonework and stained glass repairs, as well as, interior painting, and new velvet 
kneelers. The Restoration & Repair Project was completed just after our Centennial Year 
celebration in 2013. 

In 2014, the pipe organ renovation project began. The current instrument was built and installed in the early 1960’s.  The project 
included replacing wiring, re-working connections between the keyboards and the various stops and reconfiguring the 1,476 pipes to 
maximize sound quality and performance response for the next several decades.  These important updates necessitated a complete re-
working of the console itself, the keyboards, pedal boards, stops, and piston combination settings for the various voices an organ like 
ours is called upon to execute.  

Today, St. John’s, Shandon is a congregation numbering about 1,300 baptized members of all ages, roughly 800 of whom we consider 
"communicants". Our many ministries seek to serve our Lord Jesus Christ and his people, and to bring glory to God our Father, under 
the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit. 

 



Youth Christian Formation 

EYC, our Episcopal Youth 
Community, is made up of our middle 
and high school students in grades 6 
through 12.  This ministry is a place 
for teenagers to come together for 
fellowship, fun, and community 
building while we explore God’s love 
for us and learn about living lives like 
Jesus. We seek to develop our walks 
with Christ through fellowship, 
devotion, fun games, sharing meals, 
and serving the community 
together.  While our primary meeting 
is on Sunday nights, EYC also 
encompasses fun  programs and 
events, retreats, Monday morning 
Bojangle’s meet-ups, mission trips, 
and other happenings designed to 
build community and grow our 
faith.  Youth are also encouraged to 
participate in Diocesan events and 
retreats such as New Beginnings, 
Happening, and the Diocesan Youth 
Leadership Committee (DYLC).  

Cornerstone 

In its second year kicking off on 
October 14, this monthly all-area 
student gathering will be hosted at 
different Columbia churches on the 
second Sunday of each month at 5 pm 
and will serve as EYC that night. All 
Middle and High schoolers and their 
friends are invited, and the time will 
include activities and games, group 
worship, and dinner. We're excited to 
expand this large group gathering to 
Columbia this year and continue to 
build community across our region. 
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Children’s Chapel 

Children’s Chapel is offered for children 
in 3K to 5K.  Throughout the year, this 
group meets during part of 10:30 am 
Sunday service.  During the sequence 
hymn, children follow the cross down 
the aisle and are led to the Children’s 
Chapel room. They are taught Bible 
stories, the Gospel lesson and Episcopal 
traditions at an age appropriate level. 
The children return to the service during 
the Peace. To join the rotating team of 
leaders, contact the Director of Family 
Ministries. 

6th Grade to 12th Grade 

Confirmation 
Confirmation and Inquirer’s Classes are 
offered during the months prior to the 
Bishop’s visit to St. John’s for 
confirmation. This class is designed for 
anyone in the 11th grade, 17 years old, 
or older who would like to know more 
about Christianity and the Episcopal 
Church and make a mature public 
affirmation of their faith and relationship 
with God.  

Youth Sunday School 

Sunday School classes for youth are 
offered each week in room “356”, named 
because of the focus verse of Proverbs 
3:5-6. Students participate in a variety of 
fun and interesting discussions and 
activities focused on fellowship, and 
scripture, and growing in their walk with 
Christ.  

Family Ministries 

Children, Newborn to 5th 

Grade 

Nursery 

The nursery is provided for infants to 
three-year-olds during the 10:30 am 
Sunday service. The nursery is also 
available during the Sunday school 
hour throughout the school year and 
is staffed by a rotating volunteer 
team and two paid workers. To join 
the nursery team, please contact the 
Director of Family Ministries.    

Children’s Sunday School 

Children’s Sunday School is offered for 
children beginning at the 3k grade level 
through 5th grade. These classes meet 
during the 9:30-10:15 Sunday School 
time from September to May.  

Special Programs 

Special programs are offered throughout 
the year to build community and explore 
faith traditions. Please look in the 
bulletin and the weekly Epistle for special 
programs such as Vacation Bible School, 
Feast of Lights & 12th Night Party, Easter 
Egg Hunt, Children’s Choir, Third 
Sunday Squad, Trunk or Treat, and 
Advent Programs.  

Vacation Bible School 

Three year olds through rising 4th 
graders are welcome to attend Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) in June. Adults and 
older youth serve as volunteers, and 
children experience the Bible and Jesus in 
a fun, casual atmosphere with age-
appropriate activities.  

New Baby Ministry 

This ministry provides encouragement 
and support to families with new babies. 
The families are provided with a gift 
basket and information about baptisms 
and special prayers for parents of 
newborns. 

Basketball 

Basketball teams for boys and girls 
grades 3 - 12 are offered in 
conjunction with the Columbia 
Interfaith Basketball League (CIBL). 
Registration occurs in October, and 
the season is from December to 
February.  
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Annual Meeting 

At this meeting, held in December, new Vestry members are 
elected to three-year terms. A new Senior Warden and 
Junior Warden are elected to one-year terms.  Delegates to 
the Diocesan Convention are elected for a three-year term. 
All members of the congregation, 16 years of age and older, 
are entitled to vote at the annual meeting, either in person, 
or by proxy. A light breakfast is served. 

Feast of Lights 

The Feast of Lights pageant is the celebration of Epiphany 
held every year on January 6. The arrival of the Magi in  
Bethlehem and the manifesting of the baby Jesus as the    
Messiah are the highlights of this pageant.  The cast is filled 
and organized by children, youth and adults. The 12th Night 
Party follows the pageant with the cutting of the Kings’cakes 
in the Barr Center. 

Kanuga Parish Weekend, Hendersonville, NC 

Each year, the parish customarily participates in a weekend 
retreat at the Kanuga Conference Center. This weekend 
offers opportunities for spiritual renewal, formation and 
fellowship.   

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

This event is on the last night before Lent, a season of 
penitence leading to Easter. St. John's celebrates Shrove 
Tuesday with a pancake supper. The Men of St. John's cook 
and serve pancakes to the parish. 

Bishop’s Reception   

On the day of confirmation, when the Bishop visits St. 
John’s, a reception is held on the patio after the 10:30 am 
service honoring our Bishop and our confirmands.    

Gravatt Day 

The annual parish picnic is held in the spring at the Bishop 
Gravatt Center in Aiken, SC. The parish gathers for worship 
and shares a picnic meal. Swimming, canoeing, and games 
are offered for all ages. 

Pentecost Celebration 

The parish typically celebrates the Day of Pentecost with an 
outdoor picnic or Block Party on the grounds each spring. 
Often at this time we recognize those who have served in 
different ministries and programs throughout the year such as 
Sunday school teachers. Everyone is encouraged to wear red 
in recognition of the coming of the Holy Spirit.  It is always a 
festive occasion, with good food and fellowship. 

Welcome Back Sunday 

Welcome Back Sunday takes place each year after school 
begins. Parishioners enjoy a meal together and learn about 
the different ministries of the church, explore volunteer 
opportunities as well as offerings for upcoming Sunday 
School classes for adults, youth, and children.  

Fellowship Breakfast 

Join us for a Fellowship Breakfast on Sunday mornings 
from 9:00 - 9:30 am before Sunday School.  Several 
different volunteer groups sponsor and/or prepare and 
serve a breakfast meal for all ages, and it is a wonderful 
opportunity to serve others. Bring the whole family, help 
serve or sponsor, and enjoy great food and fellowship. 
 

Wednesday Night Programs 

On Wednesday nights in the fall and during Lent, St. 
John’s offers activities and classes for all ages as well as 
dinner.  Music, children’s, youth and adult education 
ministries work together to provide fun activities and 
meaningful classes for the whole family. Meals are 
prepared and served by volunteers buffet style for all ages. 
Bring your whole family and enjoy great food and 
fellowship. 

The Blessing of the Animals 

Bring your pets, great and small, to the Blessing of the 
Animals, on Sunday afternoon closest to the Day of 
Francis of Assisi, on the patio between the church and 
Heyward Hall. Pets receive a blessing, water and treats.  

Harvest Eve Evensong 

St. John’s annual Harvest Eve Evensong is celebrated on 
the afternoon of the Sunday before Thanksgiving. Come 
with the whole family to enjoy Thanksgiving hymns, 
canticles and prayers. The service features the traditional 
Anglican Evening Prayer service with the participation of 
all of St. John’s volunteer choirs. A light dinner is served. 

Advent Festival 
As we anticipate the celebration of the birth of Christ, 
children, youth, and adults come together for an evening 
of Advent wreath making/crafts, fellowship, and 
activities. 

 

 

 



serve as ushers, assist with church 
suppers, and sponsors many fellowship 
opportunities such as an annual fish fry, 
steak dinner, oyster roast, wild game 
dinner and  auction. 

Newcomers and Guests 

Ministry 

The 
Newcomers 
Ministry 
Team enjoys 
getting to 
know newcomers and encourages the 
whole congregation to welcome and 
incorporate newcomers into St. John’s. 
Our job is to help newcomers feel at 
home and want to make St. John’s their 
spiritual home. 

We encourage everyone to wear a 
nametag, which can be obtained by 
calling or emailing the parish office. We 
are always looking for new committee 
members and would welcome you to 
join us in helping others to feel at home 
and get involved in church activities. 

After a newcomer is recognized, the 
Newcomers Ministry Team assists the 
parish office contacting newcomers to 
welcome them, obtain a complete 
address, or to help them with the 
process of changing their membership 
from a former church or explaining the 
process of baptism and confirmation. 
We also welcome guests who chose not 
to join St. John’s, but wish to worship 
with us.   

Newcomer gatherings are fun 
fellowship opportunities.  At these 
social times, we ask the ministers and 
vestry members or church leaders to 
attend and meet the newcomers. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Shandon 
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St. Teresa’s Guild welcomes new 
members of all ages.  We are primarily 
50 years and older and our members are 
actively involved in most facets of 
parish life. We are an active group that 
volunteers freely and gathers often for 
field trips and service projects. Some 
members are working and some are 
retired, but each gives her time and 
talent as as available.  We do not have a 
set meeting time, but gather for 
projects and adventures.  

St. Monica’s and St. Bridget’s Guild 
were organized in 1962 and 1964 
respectively.  These guilds have met as 
one over recent years, and as a result 
have strengthened their core 
membership.  Meetings are held from 
September-May on the second Thursday 
of the month at 1 pm in the 
parlor.  Light refreshments are served. 
Typically, there are socials in May and 
December. A visit with refreshments to 
shut-ins occurs in December.  Most 
members are active in the Love In 
Action Ministry.   

St. Mary’s and St. Catherine’s Guild 
are two of the oldest guilds.  They 
recently joined together to meet 
monthly for fellowship and a program.  
Service projects include adopting a 
family at Christmas, support of the 
Women’s Shelter, and outreach to the 
shut-ins of the parish. 

Men of St. John’s 

All parish men are members of the Men 
of St. John’s and are encouraged to 
participate in this group. The mission of 
the Men of St. John’s is to proclaim the 
love of Jesus Christ through fellowship 
and service activities in His church, and 
for His people of this community and 
the world. This group of men supports 
the activities of the congregation, 
Vestry and clergy, as well as various 
outreach programs. They are always 
ready to assist when called upon. They 

Episcopal Church Women 
ECW 

All baptized women are members of St. 
John’s ECW. ECW is organized under 
the National Episcopal Church with 
branches in each parish.  

While the ECW board no longer meets 
monthly, announcements in the bulletin 
and Epistle are now the means to share 
information.  The entire branch tries to 
meet together twice a year.  The guilds 
are the small groups that are united and 
organized by the service projects, 
interests and the women’s ages. 

The women of St. John’s ECW and the 
individual guilds are involved in various 
ministries within the parish including:  
the annual Easer Egg hunt, the 
Chrismon Tree, cookies for Kairos, 
cooking meals for the Agape freezer, 
the Bishop’s reception, and sewing and  
filling migrant health bags.   

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a 
fundraiser coordinated by the women 
of the church. The proceeds are used 
for projects designated by the Diocese.  

Through worship, study, service, and 
fellowship ECW provides channels 
through which women can strengthen 
their own spiritual lives, broaden their 
Christian prospective, and follow into 
service in the parish, community, 
Diocese, nation, and world.   

ECW Guilds at St. John’s 

St. Anne’s Guild provides spiritual and 
social support to its members, the 
parish, and the local community.  If you 
are age 20 - 40 years old, rediscover a 
guild designed with purpose, fulfilling 
devotions, and fellowship at St. John's. 

St. Clare’s Guild gathers for fellowship 
and to assist in parish life events at St. 
John’s. Most members are in their late 
30s & 40s.  
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Hospitality to the Grieving 

When requested, Hospitality 
volunteers arrange and host a 
reception in the Heyward Hall 
parlor or Barr Center at the time 
of a funeral or 
memorial service.  The church and 
volunteers provide modest 
refreshments which can be 
supplemented by friends and 
family. 
 

Prayer Team 

Members pray confidentially in  
response to requests from 
parishioners for St. John’s 
members, families and friends, 
and others in crisis such as illness 
or faily issues. Team members 
pray for one week for each person 
for healing and peace.  Requests 
for prayers may be made on-line 
at www.stjohnscolumbia.org.  
 

Love In Action (LIA) 

St. John's lay visitation committee 
members regularly visit 
parishioners who are at home or in 
a care facility and unable to attend 
church.  Some LIA members do 
not visit but send Christmas, 
Easter, birthday and other cards. 
Love in Action visitors become        
extended family to parish 
members they visit and 
correspond with during the year. 

Pastoral Care Ministry 

The following lay ministry teams 
work with other St. John’s 
ministries, parish, clergy, and 
staff to provide pastoral care to 
the members of the parish.  The 
Pastoral Care Committee meets 
to coordinate, stay in touch, and 
identify changing needs of the 
parish.  Eucharistic Visitors and 
Love In Action visitors complete 
Safe Church training offered by 
the Upper Diocese of South 
Carolina.  
 

Agape Ministry  

The Agape group provides 
meals, transportation, visits and 
cards to parish families at times 
of illness, death, and other 
stressful circumstances. This 
combined ministry of caregivers 
supplements the support of 
guilds, friends and families. 
 

Altar Flower Delivery 

Volunteers deliver altar flowers 
each Sunday to St. John's 
homebound, sick, hospitalized, 
and grieving, or to those 
celebrating special 
events.  Along with altar 
flowers, members also receive 
the church bulletin and a card 
from St. John's. 
 

Eucharistic Visitors 

The Priest in Charge trains St. 
John’s members for this 
ministry.  Upon request, 
Eucharistic Visitors take Holy 
Communion from the principal 
services each Sunday to 
parishioners who are 
hospitalized, home bound, or ill 
at home and unable to come to 
church. 

Servant Ministry 

To Act in the World as the Body 
of Christ  

Giving Tree 

Each year during 
Advent  parishioners are given 

an opportunity to help those less 
fortunate by giving them Christmas 
gifts.  Local agencies provide us the 
names, ages, sizes and needs of 
children.  Tags with this information 
are placed on the Giving Tree and 
parishioners choose and sign out the 
tags.  Wrapped gifts are returned on a 
special Sunday in Advent to be blessed, 

sorted and delivered. 
 

Harvest Hope Food Bank 

Each week everyone has an 
opportunity to bring non-
perishable food items to 

Sunday services. Food items are left in 
the basket located inside the front door 
of the Barr Center. Harvest Hope Food 
Bank picks up the items from the 
church for distribution to those in need.  
 

Helping Hands Weekend Food 
Program 

As a member of the Shandon 
Cluster of Churches, St. John’s 
lends a helping hand to 50 

students at neighboring Hand Middle 
School. This program provides 
backpacks of food each week during the 
school year for children who have been 
identified as homeless or in transition 
between homes.  This is considered St. 
John’s signature project.  The program 
is supported in the 
Servant Ministry Budget and through 
donations.  Parishioners volunteer each 
week to pack and deliver the backpacks 
to Hand Middle School  
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Home Works Mission Trips 

Home Works of America is a 
local non-profit Christian 
organization, that repairs 

homes for elderly and disadvantaged 
residents. Each summer, many of St. 
John’s youth participate in these 
meaningful mission trips. The Middle 
School (including rising 6th graders) 
youth go to Augusta in June, and the 
High School youth go to Johns Island in 
July. The central mission of Home 
Works is to show God’s love for all 
through service to others, to assist 
others in their faith journey and to 
equip youth to lead.  
 

Kairos of South Carolina 

Kairos is an ecumenical 
Christian ministry designed for 
use in state and federal men and 

women’s correctional institutions. The 
purpose of Kairos is to establish a strong 
Christian community among the 
residents of correctional institutions. 
Twice a year, men from St. John’s help 
lead a four-day long “short course in 
Christianity” for the inmates at Broad 
River Correction Institution, in 
Columbia. They return monthly for half
-day visits to help encourage those who 
have participated in the weekend. The 
Kairos ministry is supported by the 
prayers and cookie donations of 
concerned churches and individuals 
throughout the state.   St. John’s bakes 
thousands of cookies for the weekend. 

 

Family Promise of the Midlands 

Family Promise of the Midlands, 
established in late 2014, is part of a 
national network of 6,000 

congregations and organizations with 180,000 
volunteers. Their mission is to help families 
who are experiencing situational homelessness 
achieve sustainable independence by 
providing  temporary shelter and meals in 
participating houses of worship; support 
services for budgeting, job and life 
skills;  transportation; assistance in securing/
maintaining permanent housing; and resources 
and referrals. St. John’s is one of 16 
congregations that houses three families or up 
to 14 people for one week every quarter. We 
provide volunteers, meals and a welcoming 
atmosphere by transforming classrooms and 
other areas into comfortable living and 
sleeping spaces for our families. There are 
12 support congregations that provide 
volunteers and other resources.  In the 
Midlands 158 people have achieved housing, 
37,785 meals have been prepared and 868 
volunteers have participated. Family Promise 
has assisted an additional 1,351 families and 
individuals who did not join the program, 
either by providing support to enable them to 
remain independent or by referring them to 

other nonprofits in the Midlands. There are 
many opportunities every quarter for St. John 
volunteers to help Family Promise reduce 
homelessness and transform lives. 
 

Other projects supported by 
Servant Ministry are Harvest Hope, Stop 
Hunger Now, St. Lawrence Place, 
Cooperative Ministries, and Shandon 
Cluster of Churches. 

Millennium Development 
Goals 

The eight MDG’s have been 
embraced by the national 
Episcopal Church as specific 

steps to help repair the material 
brokenness in the world today. 
These are outlined in various 
publications and can be accessed 
through our parish website. Through 
greater outreach, our parish is taking 
an active role in identifying ways to 
serve others in the local and global 
community.  Our MDG funds have 
been designated for the Home 
Works Peru house and Haiti.  
 

International Outreach 
Opportunities 

St. John’s has long been 
involved in our diocesan 
mission to Haiti, particularly 

in the towns of Cange and 
Chapoteau.  We have accompanied 
medical missions, participated in 
school building in the region, and 
helped fund agricultural and clean-
water initiatives.  Due to recent 
concern about the specific oversight 
of funds and of parish, school, and 
medical facility administration, our 
bishop, along with a diocesan 
outreach commission, has devised a 
new way to send funds more 
securely, and to operate occasional 
mission trips.  St. John’s remains 
dedicated to Haiti and its people, as 
always.  A newer initiative involves 
mission work in Ecuador 
through our Episcopal partners 
there.  A number of trips have 
been made in recent years, and 
another is planned for June 16-
26, 2018.  

 

 

Altar Cushions  

This wonderful, engaging group of dedicated needle-pointers met every other Sunday to stitch 
and socialize last year.  The new altar rail cushions "kneelers" were designed and painted by 
nationally recognized artist Linda Mote and depict the seven "I am" statements of St. 
John.  The scenes on the "kneelers" are taken from the stained glass windows of St. John's. The 
needle-pointers  diligently worked on their pieces outside of our meetings, but the gatherings 
were always fun and meaningful! We are looking forward to the debut of the kneelers soon. 
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members in the fall and spring. The 
committee acts as a liaison between 
parishioners’ requests for 
improvements and the facilities 
maintenance staff. They provide a 
process for site selection of gifts 
donated to the church, Heyward Hall, 
the Barr Center and the grounds. In 
2012, the committee was heavily 
involved in the Church Restoration & 
Repair Project. The committee 
continues to help maintain, with staff, 
the professional appearance of the 
interior and exterior of the buildings as 
well as the grounds. Volunteers are 
welcome to join the committee and 
help showcase St. John’s as an 
outstanding landmark in the Shandon 
community.   

Administration Ministry 

The Administration Ministry team helps 
to establish an effective organizational 
structure to implement, manage, and 
support the ministries and activities of 
St. John’s. The committee advises the 
Priest in Charge and staff on human 
resource and business matters and offers 
tools to promote staff development. 

The team is sometimes charged with 
benchmarking best practices of similar 
churches as a resource for ideas and 
information. 

This team welcomes anyone who is 
interested in staff development and 
business office relations. Several   
members have a background in human 
resources, business and law, which is 
helpful when developing tools and 
advising clergy and staff. 

 

 

 

Communications Ministry 

Bulletin 

The bulletin is a weekly publication 
distributed at Sunday services that 
guides the Parish through the order of 
worship.  It also includes 
announcements, events, and prayer 
requests. The deadline for 
announcements is Wednesdays at 12 
pm.   

Epistle 

The Epistle is a weekly e-newsletter of 
the most important announcements 
from St. John’s. It is e-mailed to 
members and friends of St. John's every 
Friday.  

Social Media 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter are 
regular social media applications we use 
to communicate with the parish. Visit 
our website to like, follow and share. 

Website 

Find all you need to know about 
membership, upcoming events, photo 
galleries and blogs on the St. John's 
Website. It is user-friendly, inviting, 
and informational, including links to 
diocesan and national sites. They are all 
just a click away. 

WiFi 

Access to the Internet is available in 
Heyward Hall and the Barr Center. 
Plans to provide WiFi in the Church are 
underway.  

Properties Ministry 

The Properties Committee main goal is 
“to be good stewards of our facilities, 
both buildings and grounds, with timely 
maintenance, repairs, and new projects 
in order to meet staff, parishioners, and 
outreach needs.” They are charged with 
using maintenance funds in a cost-
effective and efficient manner. The 
committee holds a work day for parish 

Finance Ministry 

The mission of the Finance Ministry team 
is to assist and advise the vestry in all 
financial matters at St. John’s. We seek to 
establish sound financial controls and 
practices. We review, analyze and 
interpret monthly and year-to-date 
financial data and statements; and, we 
seek to anticipate financial issues, trends 
and potential concerns.  

The Finance Ministry team reviews 
financial controls, policies and procedures 
and makes appropriate recommendations 
to the vestry       concerning financial 
matters. We also prepare for and review 
financial data concerning, the yearly 
independent audits and/or reviews 
conducted by an outside audit firm. 

The Finance Ministry team is charged with 
developing an operating budget based on 
the Fall Stewardship Campaign and the 
various ministry team requests.  It reviews 
memorial gifts to St. John’s and makes 
recommendations to the vestry        
regarding their use. 

Stewardship Ministry 

The Stewardship Ministry Team designs 
and implements the annual stewardship 
campaign to meet the budgetary needs of 
parish. This committee works closely with 
the Priest in Charge and the vestry to 
design a campaign that will lead 
parishioners to make thoughtful and 
deliberate choices in contributing to the 
needs of the parish. 

Ways of Giving to Your Church 

All contributions, unless otherwise 
designated, are allocated to the operating 
budget of the parish. This budget is based 
on the pledges made during the fall 
stewardship campaign.  Contributions to 
the operating budget are made through 
cash plate offerings and individual cash or 
check pledge offerings. Automatic bank 
drafts are available and are an easy way to 
give regularly.   
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Contact Information 
Clergy 

Priest in Charge 
  The Rev. Nicholas M. Beasley 
 nmb@stjohnscolumbia.org 

Associate Priest                                  
 The Rev’d Scott Fleischer  
 srf@stjohnscolumbia.org 
 

Staff 

Director of Family Ministries 
 Madelyn Smith 
 mas@stjohnscolumbia.org 

Director of Music                            
 Dr. Michael T. Brown 
 mtb@stjohnscolumbia.org 

Organist 
 Monica Yates 
 msy@stjohnscolumbia.org 

Finance Administrator                
 Lori K. Anderson 
 lka@stjohnscolumbia.org 

Parish Relations Coordinator  
 Dan Bernardo 
 drb@stjohnscolumbia.org 

Director of Parish Operations       
 Michelle Rabon 
 mwj@stjohnscolumbia.org 

 

Sextons 

Tony Taylor - Head Sexton 
Isaiah Knight 
Rosemary McCoy 
Jeannette Glover 
Renee Hopkins 

 

2018 Vestry Members 

Benton Williamson,  
Senior Warden 
bwilliamson@hsblawfirm.com 

Martha Smith, Junior Warden 
mbsmith458@sc.rr.com  

Margaret Axson, Secretary 
mwaxson@gmail.com 

Susan Milton 
jsmilton@sc.rr.com 

Ben Mustian 
benmustian@gmail.com 

Scott Jaillette 
scottjaillette@gmail.com 

Billy Koehler 
billykoehler@gmail.com 

Catherine Lockhart 
catlockhart@yahoo.com  

Sally McCants 
sallymccants@att.net 

Tammi Richardson 
tammirichardson@gmail.com 

Reeve Ballew 
reeveballew@gmail.com 

Michael Burkett 
mwburkett@wjlaw.net 

Julian Horst 
ehorst@mindspring.com  

Stacey Matsui 
ksmatsui22@gmail.com  

Ted Campbell 
ctedcampbell@gmail.com  

 
Gifts of stock have an added tax  benefit 
since the contribution is deductible at the 
current market value, without regard for its 
cost basis.  In the Episcopal Church, the 
standard of giving is the tithe.         

Memorial Fund 

Gifts given in memory of church members 
and friends are used to provide funds for 
items not generally included in the budget. 

Families of the deceased may decide between 
four memorial offerings:  

 Building Memorials are used for the construction 
and maintenance of the church buildings and 
grounds. 

 Worship Memorials are used for purchase of 
hymnals, prayer books, bibles, altar guild needs, 
musical instruments, vestments and other needs to 
aid worship services.  

 Education/Outreach Memorials are used for 
speaker programs, mission trips, Christian 
programs, and similar activities sponsored by the 
church. 

 Undesignated Memorials are left to the discretion 
of the Memorial Committee. 

Building Fund 

Donations may be made to the Building Fund 
to provide continued capital support for the 
church's properties, such as replacement of 
the HVAC system in the Barr Center which 
was completed in August of 2018. 

Seminary Fund 

Gifts to the seminary fund provide support 
for tuition and living expenses of seminarians 
from St. John’s. 

Jack Fleischer Scholarship Fund 

Gifts to the Jack Fleischer Scholarship Fund 
provide for youth members to attend 
Diocesan events, activities and retreats as 
well as yearly mission experiences at no cost 
to them. 

Altar Flowers  

Altar flower donations can be given in honor 
or memory of loved ones and is announced 
in the weekly bulletin. 
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Regular Worship Schedule 

Sundays 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I   The Church 

9:00 am Fellowship Breakfast   Barr Center 

9:30 am Sunday School    Heyward Hall & Barr Center 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II  The Church 

*Following Each Service Coffee & Fellowship  Atrium or Patio on the grounds 

Wednesdays 

12:00 pm Holy Eucharist    The Chapel 
        (Lower level Heyward Hall) 

St. John’s also offers special services and classes 
throughout the year 

Visit www.stjohnscolumbia.org for more information 


