
 

 
Sixth Sunday of Easter  May 17, 2020            

 

The Liturgy of the Word  
8 and 10:30 a.m. 

Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Congregational Hymn   680 O God, our help in ages past      St. Anne 

 
 

 

Opening Acclamation and the Collect for Purity                          BCP 355 
 

Celebrant     Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People          The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the highest–Gloria in excelsis     Hymnal S280          Powell 
     

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
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   we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

   have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

   receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  
 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into 

our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The First Lesson Acts 17.22-31        Bible 1280 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in 

every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found 

among them an altar with the inscription, `To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 

ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 

the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope 

for him and find him-- though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For `In him we live and move 

and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, 

 `For we too are his offspring.' 

Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 

image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he 

will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 
 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gradual Psalm 66.7-18 Jubilate Deo       BCP 674 

The people chant the Psalm with the Cantor 

 
 

7  Bless our God, you / peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be / heard; 
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8  Who holds our souls in / life, * 

and will not allow our feet to / slip. 

9  For you, O God, have / proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is / tried. 

10 You brought us into the / snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our / backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 

     we went through fire and / water; * 

but you brought us out into a place of re/freshment.  

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings  

     and will pay you my / vows, * 

which I promised with my lips 

and spoke with my mouth when I was in / trouble.  

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 

     with the smoke of / rams; * 

I will give you oxen and / goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear / God, * 

and I will tell you what he has / done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my / mouth, * 

and his praise was on my / tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my / heart, * 

the Lord would not have / heard me; 

17 But in truth God has / heard me; * 

he has attended to the voice of my / prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my / prayer, * 

nor withheld his / love from me.  

The Epistle I Peter 3.13-22         Bible 1376 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what 

is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts 

sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 

accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience 

clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 

put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer 

for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 

to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he 

went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God 

waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a 

removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 

powers made subject to him. 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 
 
Congregational Hymn 
 Hymnal 455 O love of God, how strong and true      Dunedin 
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The Gospel John 14.15-21         Bible 1253 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said to his disciples, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because 

he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, 

but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my 

Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who 

love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 

them." 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

The Sermon     
The Nicene Creed          BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 
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    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

         and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People, Form V The people respond to each petition, saying “Lord, have mercy.”  
The people are invited to share their intercessions and thanksgivings in the Facebook comments.  
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 

your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 

in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

Anthem “Golden harps are sounding”       Arthur Sullivan 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,     

hallowed be thy Name,  

   thy kingdom come,      

   thy will be done,            

on earth as it is in heaven.         

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those       

      who trespass against us.         

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.   
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For thine is the kingdom,  

   and the power, and the glory,  

   for ever and ever.  Amen.      
 

A Final Prayer 

 

Most merciful God, in this time of sickness, we come to you for help. Deliver us from this danger; give 

strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means of their cure; and grant that, 

perceiving how uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly wisdom which leads to eternal 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace  

The people are invited to share signs of peace with others in their household and in the Facebook comments.  

 

Blessing 

Dismissal 

Celebrant    Alleuia, Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.   

People         Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Postlude 



 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SHANDON 

Welcome to St. John’s 
Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church.  All are welcome.  We are happy to have you here on Facebook for our 

online service and we hope you enjoy worshiping with us.  If you would like to speak with someone about our church 
or receive further information, please contact Holly Godwin with the Newcomer & Guests’ Committee at 

holly.harring@gmail.com.  You can also contact The Rev. Nicholas M. Beasley at nmb@stjohnscolumbia.org. 
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Our Worship                                                  
The Sixth Sunday of Easter has a tone of anticipated grief, looking toward 
the Ascension, celebrated next Thursday. There came a point in the 
Resurrection when Jesus returned to the nearest presence of the      
Father, what we call “the right hand of God.” The disciples would have 
feared such a day and wondered how they would carry on. Christ 
promised not to leave them as orphans and to send a Spirit who would 
guide and sustain them. Today’s lessons offer us hope and divine     
presence in our season of loss and exile from the people, places, and 
activities we love.  
 

For the anthem this Sunday, Michael Brown will sing the hymn "Golden 
Harps are Sounding" from the 1940 Hymnal.  This tune is by Sir Arthur 
Sullivan, most famous for his late 19th century stage collaborations 
with W. S. Gilbert.   

Adult Formation                                    

Though our spring semester was highly disrupted, we give thanks for 
our many ministers in Adult Formation this program year. We were 
blessed with inspired teaching and some creative series. Hearty      
thanksgiving for our teachers and planners:  

Lynae Beresford  Brock Dillard  Charles Duvall 

Victoria Fleischer Jonathan Fletcher Craig Keeney 

Jason Lockhart  Lee Rambo  Faxie Watt 

Benton Williamson Scott Fleischer  Nicholas Beasley 

We look forward to resuming our ministry of formation in person, 
when the time is right. In the meantime, join our study of the Psalter 
with Fr. Beasley (Wednesday at 10:30 am) or the Tuesday Morning 
Men’s Bible Study with Fr. Scott (7 am), both offered via Zoom. We’ll 
offer other opportunities to learn online in the weeks ahead.  

Music Ministry                                                           

St. John's "Music Ministry Mondays" on  Facebook 
is seeking to highlight musical  offerings from 
our parish family.  A video is posted at 3 pm 
every Monday afternoon.  If you are interested 
in participating, contact Michael 
at mtb@stjohnscolumbia.org 

Family Ministries 

If your child is graduating from high school this spring, 
please email Maggie at mcm@stjohnscolumbia.org. 
We are working on ways to recognize our seniors 
before they begin their next chapters, and we don't 
want to miss anyone! 
  

Check your inboxes for an email from Family Ministries 
about some upcoming projects and events! We will be   
celebrating our seniors through online videos. If you 
have memories with or of the seniors of St. John's, 
please join with our congregation in congratulating 
these young people on their next steps. Find that link 
in the Family Ministries e-mail. 
 
 

We will also be live on Facebook Friday, May 15 at 4 pm 
on Friday for storytime with Ms. Maggie. Join us 
there, or use it later for a bedtime story! 
 
 

In appreciation for all of our Family 
Ministry Educators: 

Ashley Jaillette 
Kelli Turnipseed 
Caroline Tevepaugh  
Kathy Thomas 
Victoria Fleischer  
Lolly Petroff  
Elise Ince  
Nicole Stoudemire 
Catherine Lockhart  
Jason Lockhart 
Areli Keeney 
Craig Keeney  
Mike McCauley 

Lauren McCauley 
Byron Davison 
Emily Davison 
Chris Patrick  
Bobby Jones 
Barbara Jones 
Cara Hedges 
Andrew Hedges 
Michael Burkett 
Kelly Burkett  
Eileen Schell 
Gordon Schell 
Erin Brosch 

mailto:mtb@stjohnscolumbia.org
mailto:mcm@stjohnscolumbia.org


 

                   

2020 
VESTRY             

MEMBERS 

 

Michael Burkett 
Senior Warden 

mwburkett@wjlaw.net 
 

Julian Horst 
Junior Warden 

ehorst@mindspring.com 
 

Will Grice 
Secretary 

gricewill@hotmail.com 
 

Reeve Ballew 

reeveballew@gmail.com 
 

Nicole Bell 

nbell2007@gmail.com 
 

Biff Blocker 

ablocker@outlook.com 
 

Brock Dillard 

dbdillard112@gmail.com 
 

 Dan Fulton 

daniel.p.fulton@gmail.com 
 

Craig Keeney 

ckeeney@mailbox.sc.edu 
 

Stacey Matsui 

ksmatsui22@gmail.com  

 

Mike McCauley 

mwmccauley@gmail.com 
 

Lila McCullough 

lilamccullough65@gmail.com 
 

Mackie O’Keefe 

mackieok@gmail.com 
 

 Mary Sherrer 

msherrer3@gmail.com 
 

Benton Williamson 

bwilliamson@hsblawfirm.com 

This Week                 

at St. John’s             

Holy Eucharist (Facebook)                            

8 am & 10:30 am Sunday 

Noonday Prayer (Facebook)                               

12 pm, Monday - Friday 

Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study     

7 am, Tuesdays  (Zoom) 

Rector’s Bible Study (Zoom)                  

10:30 am, Wednesday 

Prayer & Devotion (Facebook)                            

6 pm, Wednesday 

Youth Compline (Instagram)                          

7 pm, Sunday &                                      

7:30 pm, Wednesday 

Prayer Requests 

For Healing:  Irene Barrineau, Jane Blackwell,  
Patricia & Steve Blackwell, Ann Bowman, Matthew 
Cooke, Landon Derrick, Barbara  DeVillier, Cynthia 
Dobson, Nancy Dowling, Ryan Eaddy, Faye Ellis, 
Richard Follette, Elaine Folline, Janice Fort, Melinda 
Franks, Campbell Freeman, LeRoy Gibson, Parker 
Gibson, Betty Gum, Robert Hart, Flo Heyward, Rod 
Hungerford, Pearl Isaac, Alice King, Jim Knight, 
Monica Knight, David Laboone, Jim Larkins, Joyce 
Mann, Mike McCauley, Beth McMaster, Jim & Linda 
Mittenzwei, Julie Moak, George Anthony Moluf, 
Kathy Murray, Cese Newcomer, Kim Pillow,      
Natalie Quinn, Rheta Reeves, Shawn Reeves, Marsha 
Reid, Monica Rivera, Judy Ruff, Hampton Schulz, 
Mary Anna Scott, Peggy Shaw, Rita Sherrer,       
Brandon and Randolph Shives, Irene Smith, Katy 
Smith, Peggy Smith, Karen Stalvey, Stephen Sutusky, 
Joanne Tate, Judith Taylor,  Kitty Thompson, Claire 
Trowbridge, Jim Tuten, Fred West, Susan Wilhelm, 
Lanny Webster, Brooks Wheeler. 
For Expecting Parents:  Thomas & Cathleen 
Hipp, Ted Belsches & Stephanie Paolini. 
For Military Service Personnel: Hamilton     
Osborne III, Matthew Simmons, Camilo Morago, 
Byron Davison, Treb Courie 

In-Person worship   

suspension continues 

through May 31        

per Bishop Waldo 

Gravatt's                    

Big Delicious Event 

Home Edition 

It’s the dinner/drink event you all know 

and love IN YOUR OWN HOME! 

Gather ingredients from your grocery 

store, grab a local beverage pairing from 

your favorite spot, watch helpful       

step-by-step video tutorials by Chef 

Brandon Velie, and enjoy an incredible 

dinner for the family or even date night. 

Register Here: http://

www.campgravatt.org/

events/2020/5/4/big-delicious-event-

at-home 

Zoom Coffee Hour 

Join your St. John’s family for a brief online social 
time, about 10 minutes after the conclusion of each 
of our Sunday services.  

After the early service:                                                                  
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83093754940 

After the 10:30 service:                                                                
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81765867537 

The altar flowers are given 
to the glory of God and in 

thanksgiving for the      
ministry of               

Michelle Rabon                
at St. John's for the past 

ten years, by the Guild of 
the Flowering Cross. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83093754940
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83093754940


 

 

St. John’s Website:                                     
www.stjohnscolumbia.org/  

 

Facebook:                                                         
www.facebook.com/

StJohnsEpiscopalChurchShandon/  
 

SJE Youth Instagram:                                   
www.instagram.com/stjohnscola_youth/  

 

SJE Church Instagram:                                  
www.instagram.com/stjohnscolumbiasc/ 

GIVE ONLINE 
Go to www.StJohnsColumbia.org. 

 

GIVE IN PERSON 
Drop off your envelope in the mailbox outside Heyward Hall. 

 

GIVE BY MAIL 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 2827 Wheat Street, Columbia, 

South Carolina 29205 
 

GIVE BY DIGITAL OR ONLINE BANKING 
Digital or online banking platforms are available at your own  

financial institution.  
 

DONATING FROM A RETIREMENT OR OTHER          
INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 

Donating from a retirement or other investment account offers 
tax advantages to some givers. 
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A NOTE FROM THE RECTOR 
Dear St. John’s Family, 
 

The more things change, the more they stay the same, it seems. Both change and continuity seem to be before us right now. Some 
parts of life are moving back toward normal right now, with restaurants, hair salons, and retail stores get back to business. Some 
Christians are gathering for worship again, particularly our Roman Catholic neighbors. Plexiglass shields will be between their 
priests and people at Communion, and all will be wearing masks as they gather in gyms and halls, six feet apart. There are hints in 
their practice as to what we may have to be content with when our time to gather comes. 
 

As it stands now, our bishop has suspended in-person worship through May 31 and will consider options for enlarging in-person 
worship when DHEC has posted 15 consecutive days of declining numbers of positive COVID-19 tests. We have had some days of 
consecutive declines, always followed by a day or more of increase, for some time. It is hard to speculate when that point may be 
reached. I am sorry to be the bearer of bad news. 
 

Our worship life continues online, as do Bible studies and opportunities for fellowship. We’ll do what we can by these means as 
long as we have to. Please stay involved in the Body of Christ in these ways, trying as they may be. And experiment with them as 
you need to. I was with my family instead of at church last Sunday, when Fr. Scott was preaching. When all had been rustled from 
their beds and fed at 9 am, we worshiped using parts of the 8 am service recording. I had the boys read the lessons and then we  
listened to Fr. Scott’s good sermon. Then we prayed for the church and for the world, and I was pleased to hear my sons pray from 
their hearts. Think about what you might do to nurture your own spirituality and that of your household with the resources St. 
John’s is providing. One size doesn’t have to fit all. 
 

We may need a measure of your understanding in the days ahead, as Michelle Rabon completes her long and faithful service as our 
Director of Parish Operations. We will post the position for applications this week but will be without a lead administrator for a 
while. The restrictions on our ministry make this a better time than some to be short-handed, but we will miss Michelle’s steady 
hand in the days ahead. I know you will be understanding of any bumps we experience. If you haven’t, please let Michelle know 
how much her work has benefited our ministry. I look forward to seeing the difference she will make at Still Hopes. 
 

Most of St. Paul’s letters to young churches conclude with a section of exhortation, in which he encourages them to fight the good 
fight, to run with endurance, to discipline the will and the body. Philippians 4 says, “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think on these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.” We are in such time, a time of keeping on keeping on and remembering what 
was and what can be again, in the great goodness and love of God. 
 

Think on these things and keep on doing the things you have learned and received in Christ. Nicholas+ 


