
 

 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 21A       September 27, 2020            

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
8:00am Livestream 

Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements  

Opening Hymn O, for a thousand tongues to sing      Azmon  

 
 

Opening Acclamation and the Collect for Purity      BCP 355 

Celebrant         Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People              And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Song of Praise Glory to God in the Highest       Powell 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

The Collect of the Day  
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 

grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Exodus 17.1-7        Bible 63 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. 

They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, 

“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the 

people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of 

Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this 

people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of 

the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing 

there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may 

drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 

Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual Psalm 78.1-4, 12-16 Attendite, popule      BCP 694 

The cantor and people chant the psalm together 

 
1 Hear my teaching, O my / people; * 

incline your ears to the words of my / mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a / parable; * 

I will declare the mysteries of ancient / times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 

and what our forefathers have / told us, * 

we will not hide from their / children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 

the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the / Lord, * 

and the wonderful works he has / done. 

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their / forefathers, * 

in the land of Egypt, in the field of / Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and let them pass / through; * 

he made the waters stand up like / walls. 

14 He led them with a cloud by / day, * 

and all the night through with a glow of / fire. 

15 He split the hard rocks in the / wilderness * 

and gave them drink as from the great / deep. 

16 He brought streams out of the / cliff, * 

and the waters gushed out like / rivers. 

The Epistle Philippians 2.1-13        Bible 1339 
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If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 

yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in 

you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 

both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 

Congregational Hymn What wondrous love is this      Wondrous Love 
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The Gospel Matthew 21.23-32        Bible 1169 

 Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and 

said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also 

ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the 

baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 

crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 

will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He 

answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and 

he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 

said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 

For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

The Sermon     

The Nicene Creed          BCP 358 
We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

         and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People, Form II 

Confession and Absolution  

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

Anthem How sweet the name of Jesus sounds      St. Peter 
Jerryana Williams-Biblioni, Soprano 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,     

hallowed be thy Name,  

   thy kingdom come,      

   thy will be done,            

on earth as it is in heaven.         

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those       

      who trespass against us.         

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

   and the power, and the glory,  

   for ever and ever.  Amen.  

A Final Prayer 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. Sustain and 

support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your 

comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 

The Peace   

The people are invited to share signs of peace with others in their household and in the Facebook comments.  

Blessing & Dismissal
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Our Worship Today 
In today’s epistle lesson, from Philippians 2:5-11, Paul presents Jesus’ example of humble obedience as a model for Christian 
spirituality. In verse 5, he writes, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” The “mind of Christ” refers to the 
basic orientation and even motivation that governed all that Jesus said and did during his earthly ministry. Paul wants his readers 
to consider how Jesus followed his path, and how we might be more like him in our day-to-day lives. Being so like-minded will 
change our orientation and motivation, and ultimately our behavior, so that we glorify Christ in all that we say and do. 
 

St. John's Choral Scholar Jerryana Williams-Biblioni will be the cantor for the 8:00 and 10:30 services this week, singing "How 
sweet the name of Jesus sounds" for the anthem.  Patrick Rosenfeld will sing at the 9:30 service.  For the anthem, He will sing 
"We are the Lord's," an arrangement of the well-known tune Londonderry Air. 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Elisabeth T. Mays, Miriam M. Mays, Sara D. Williamson and 
B. Frank Williamson and in thanksgiving for F. Locke Mays by Elisabeth and Benton Williamson.  
 

Those participating in today’s worship:                                                                                                                                     
Lectors: John Boylston (8 am), Benton Williamson (9:30 am), Jason Lockhart (10:30) 
Ushers: Michael Mancini, Cody Harper (9:30), Ben Mustian, John Fralick, Will Bozeman, Matt McCloghry (10:30) 
Greeters: Julian Horst                     Altar Flowers: Rebecca Coleman  

From Psalm 84 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.                                                                             
Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising you. 

 

How dear to us is St. John’s Church, as dear as the Temple in Jerusalem was                                                     
to the Hebrew people and the writer of Psalm 84!  

The dearness of the church is the theme for our annual giving effort for 2021. The now-long months of the pandemic have 
made us all aware of how dear the church is to us. Though we have worked hard to find other ways to be the church, a long 
season without our normal moments of worship, table fellowship, and joyful gatherings leaves an empty place the heart, a 
yearning that tells us just how vital our life together in Christ is. We look toward resuming all those ministries next year,  

hoping to preserve our budget for ministry, staffing, caring for our campus, and giving to the wider community.  

Each of you should receive a pledge card and letter in the next 10 days. We’ll share good news about our work through our 
weekly emails and on social media. Please spend time in reflection on the dearness of the church and make a pledge that   
manifests the central place that our ministry together takes in your life. We hope to have your pledge by November 1.  



 

This Week at St. John’s 
Holy Eucharist 
8 am (Facebook) 

9:30 am (Outdoor)  
10:30 (Indoor) 

 

EYC 
5 pm, Parking Lot (In person) 

 

Noonday Prayer (Facebook) 
 12 pm, Monday – Friday 

 

Tuesday Morning Men’s                    
Bible Study 

7 am, Tuesdays  (Zoom) 
 

Rector’s Bible Study 
10:30 am, Wednesdays (Zoom) 

 

Afternoon Music Program 
4 pm, Wednesday (Patio) 

 
How Can We Keep  From Singing 

7 pm, Wednesday (Zoom) 
 

Youth Compline (Instagram) 
7 pm, Wednesday 

 

 

Zoom Coffee Hour 
Join your St. John’s family for a brief 

online social time at 8:50 am! 

Join Here: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83093754940  

Music Ministry 
We are very pleased with the response to 

the beginning of our fall series, "How 
can we keep from singing!"  The next 
singing lesson will post on Monday,    

September 28th along with directions 
for recording and sending in video            

submissions of each hymn-of-the-week. 

Family Ministries                                                                                                           
Children's Music on the patio with Fr. Scott and Ms. Maggie has been moved to 5 pm! 
Join us for about a half an hour of songs and fellowship. We'll learn how and why to 
make a joyful noise!* 
 

EYC begins tonight! 6th-12th graders join us at 5 pm in the parking lot for games,    
icebreakers, pizza, and compline. Let Maggie know if you have any dietary restrictions. 
Make sure to have your mask!*  
 

Children's Chapel will not continue this fall. Video engagement options for Sunday  
include our Sunday School, the Beatitudes. Maggie would be happy to forward you the 
classic children's chapel routine, if you'd like. She'll also help you pick out books from 
the church!  
 

This Thursday, October 3, we will have storytime on the patio LIVE at 4:30 pm. Join 
us for a snack and a story.* 
 

Maggie has sent out an email with the Beatitudes lesson for this week. Enjoy! 
 

Join us on the St. John's patio on Tuesdays for cajun filet biscuits, fries, and prayer, 
starting at 7 am. Come and go as your school schedule allows. Maggie will text the 
EYC GroupMe to see if anyone has a specific order besides a cajun filet biscuit, and to 
make sure she orders enough food. Make sure you are a part of that group!* 
 

Join us on the St. John's patio on Tuesdays for cajun filet biscuits, fries, and prayer,    
starting at 7a.m. Come and go as your school schedule allows. Maggie will text the 
EYC GroupMe to see if anyone has a specific order besides a cajun filet biscuit, and to 
make sure she orders enough food. Make sure you are a part of that group! 
 

*All in-person events are weather permitting. In the case of inclement weather, these events will 
not be moved indoors or online.  

Prayer Requests 
For Healing:  Irene Barrineau, Ann Bowman, Brandon Burch, Thomas Coleman, 
Matthew Cooke, Landon Derrick, Barbara DeVillier, Nancy Dowling, Charles Duvall, 
Diana Edwards, Richard Follette, Elaine Folline, Melinda Franks, Hazel Gibson,      
Parker Gibson, Joy Grimsley, Betty Gum, Steve Hardin, Fergie Horvath, Rod & Ginny 
Hungerford, Alice King, Jim Knight, David Laboone, Jim Larkins, Ben & Elizabeth 
Leggett, Joey McCorkle, Beth McMaster, Linda Mittenzwei, Sheila & John Montez, 
Cese Newcomer, Heidi Partain, Rachel Pertile, Marsha Reid, Monica Rivera,      
Hampton Schulz, Rita Sherrer, Brandon and Randolph Shives, Katy Smith, Mike 
Strong, Stephen Sutusky, Joanne Tate, Kitty Thompson, John Tiller, Claire         
Trowbridge, Flora Valentine, Fred West, Brooks Wheeler, Lisa Wilcox, Kim     
Woodrum, Dewitt Zemp.  For Expectant Parents: Drew & Eleanor Dozier, Davis 
& Catherine Bourne, Caleb & Zoe Wesman.  For Military Service Personnel: 
Hamilton Osborne III, Matthew Simmons, Camilo Morago, Byron Davison, Treb 
Courie 
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2020 
VESTRY             

MEMBERS 

 

Michael Burkett 
Senior Warden 

mwburkett@wjlaw.net 
 

Julian Horst 
Junior Warden 

ehorst@mindspring.com 
 

Will Grice 
Secretary 

gricewill@hotmail.com 
 

Reeve Ballew 

reeveballew@gmail.com 
 

Nicole Bell 

nbell2007@gmail.com 
 

Biff Blocker 

ablocker@outlook.com 
 

Brock Dillard 

dbdillard112@gmail.com 
 

 Dan Fulton 

daniel.p.fulton@gmail.com 
 

Craig Keeney 

ckeeney@mailbox.sc.edu 
 

Stacey Matsui 

ksmatsui22@gmail.com  

 

Mike McCauley 

mwmccauley@gmail.com 
 

Lila McCullough 

lilamccullough65@gmail.com 
 

Mackie O’Keefe 

mackieok@gmail.com 
 

 Mary Sherrer 

msherrer3@gmail.com 
 

Benton Williamson 

bwilliamson@hsblawfirm.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsEpiscopalChurchShandon/ 

Youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4kiwFCOp12LjeRGkvhvvgw 

Website:  www.stjohnscolumbia.org 

Conversation with Clergy                                
Your clergy remain available for pastoral care and conversation. Give them a call (799-4767), send 
an email (https://www.stjohnscolumbia.org/index.php/i-m-new/clergy-and-staff).  If you would 
like to meet on the St. John's patio for socially distant conversation our benches and shady  gardens 
offer the opportunity. 

The Bible Makes Sense: Rector's Bible Study 
Our 10:30 am Wednesday study begins a new series on September 30, with Walter Brueggemann's 
brief book, The Bible Makes Sense. Brueggemann, a scholar of the Old Testament offers a unique 
how-to book about the Bible, inviting us into a relationship with God's Word that leads to life of 
joy, wholeness, and peace. Pick up your copy ($13) in the Break Room on the main level of      
Heyward Hall or let us know if you need one mailed or delivered to you. Please read the first   

chapter for the class on September 30. 
 

Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study 
The TMMBS is studying the book of Exodus.  Here’s an excerpt from the workbook by James    
Newsome:  “Weaving together the stories of Moses, the nation of Israel, and the God who rescues 
and liberates, Exodus becomes a story for our time, a story about seeking and finding a redeeming 
God in times of separation and sin, hopelessness and oppression.”  If you’re interested in             
participating, you may pick up a workbook in the breakroom of Heyward Hall. This study meets 
via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7 am.  Join us on Zoom at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/77852888644 

 Grow in the faith…. 

How can we keep from singing?  Sept 23 - Oct 28 at 7 pm  

Our goal for “How can we keep from singing” is to involve the St. John’s family in a study of a 
number of hymns over the course of the fall; we are also interested in assisting members of the 
church family in finding and developing their singing voices.  This will involve a virtual “singing 
school,” Wednesday night discussions of the Hymn of the Week and the opportunity to submit  
videos.  Watch for email updates and Facebook posts! 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Music 

Join Ms. Maggie and Fr. Scott as we dust off our instruments and our vocal cords and make a joyful 
noise!  On Wednesdays at 4:00p.m. on the patio, we will be learning some old favorite songs and 
talking about why we sing at church. September 23-October 28. Shine-only.  
This event will also be streamed on Facebook. Can't make it in-person? Tune in!  
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W. Andrew Waldo, Bishop of Upper South Carolina 
Nicholas M. Beasley, Rector 

Scott R. Fleischer, Associate Rector 
Charles F. Duvall, Bishop Associate 

Deedie Marshall, Priest Associate 
Michael T. Brown, Director of Music 

Monica Yates, Organist 
Maggie Mallette, Director of Family Ministries  

Rhonda  Gardner, Financial Administrator 
Megan Griffin, Administrative Assistant 

Tony Taylor, Head Sexton 

St. John’s Episcopal Church                         

2827 Wheat Street                                    

Columbia, SC 29205                                                    

803-799-4767 

www.StJohnsColumbia.org 


