September 13, 2020

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 19A

The Liturgy of the Word
8:00am Livestream

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn God is love, let heaven adore him

Abbot’s Leigh

Opening Acclamation and the Collect for Purity
BCP 355
Celebrant
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People
And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever, Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Song of Praise Glory to God in the Highest
Powell
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Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit
may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The First Lesson Exodus 14.19-31
Bible 60
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar
of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of
Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one
did not come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued,
and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning
watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed
the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the
entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left.

3

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.
Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed
in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God.
The Gradual Psalm 114 In exitu Israel

BCP 756

The cantor and people chant the psalm together

1 Hallelujah!
When Israel came out of / Egypt, *
the house of Jacob from a people of strange spëech,
2 Judah became God's / sanctuary *
and Israel his do/minion.
3 The sea beheld it and / flëd; *
Jordan turned and went / bäck.
4 The mountains skipped like / räms, *
and the little hills like young shëep.
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you / fled? *
O Jordan, that you turned / bäck?
6 You mountains, that you skipped like räms? *
you little hills like young / shëep?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the / Lörd, *
at the presence of the God of / Jacob,
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of / water *
and flint-stone into a flowing / sprïng.

The Epistle Romans 14.1-12
Bible 1221
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed
them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand
or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those
who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in
honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
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Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God.
Congregational Hymn Amazing Grace
New Britain

The Gospel Matthew 18.21-35
Bible 1166
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should
I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven
times.
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“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as
he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions,
and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him
into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you
not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
Priest
The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People, Form V
Response: Lord, have mercy.
Confession and Absolution
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Celebrant and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
Anthem Give to the winds thy fears
St. Bride
The Lord’s Prayer
Officiant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Officiant
Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
A Final Prayer
Most merciful God, in this time of sickness, we come to you for help. Deliver us from this danger; give strength
and skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means of their cure; and grant that, perceiving how
uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly wisdom which leads to eternal life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace
The people are invited to share signs of peace with others in their household and in the Facebook comments.
Blessing & Dismissal
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Our Worship Today
In Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus teaches us that no matter how many times someone
sins against us, we are to forgive them. God has forgiven our debt- a debt we
could never hope to repay. That’s how God relates to us, and that’s how we
should relate to one another. But if we chose not to do so, then Jesus warns that
the same measure we use to judge one another, will be used to judge us. If we
use the measure of mercy, then we will receive mercy. But, if we use the
measure of the justice, then we will receive justice.

This Week at St. John’s
Holy Eucharist
8 am (Facebook)
9:30 am (Outdoor)
10:30 (Indoor)

Children’s Worship
9 am, Sunday (Zoom)

St. John's Choral Scholar Jerryana Williams-Biblioni is the cantor for all services
this Sunday.

Noonday Prayer (Facebook)
12 pm, Monday – Friday

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for the baptism
of Sallie Robinson Preslar by her grandparents Sallie & Bob Reynolds.

Tuesday Morning Men’s
Bible Study
7 am, Tuesdays (Zoom)

Those participating in today’s worship:
Lectors: Dana Turner (8 am), Nick Sherrer, Gordon Schell (9:30 am), William
Beasley & Angela Daniel (10:30)
Ushers: Chris Turnipseed & Riddick Smith (9:30), Chris Patrick, Mike
McCauley (10:30)
Greeters: (9:30), Dan Fulton & Mike McCauley (10:30)
Altar Flowers: Christine Prioleau

Conversation with Clergy
Your clergy remain available for pastoral care and conversation. Give them a call
(799-4767), send an email (https://www.stjohnscolumbia.org/index.php/i-mnew/clergy-and-staff). If you would like to meet on the St. John's patio for
socially distant conversation our benches and shady gardens offer the
opportunity.

Rector’s Bible Study
10:30 am, Wednesdays (Zoom)
Youth Compline (Instagram)
7 pm, Wednesday
Philippians Bible Study
7 pm, Thursday (Zoom)

Zoom Coffee Hour
Join your St. John’s family for a brief
online social time at 8:50 am!
Join Here: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/83093754940

Prayer Requests
For Healing: Irene Barrineau, Ann Bowman, Brandon Burch, Thomas Coleman, Matthew Cooke, Landon Derrick, Barbara
DeVillier, Nancy Dowling, Hal Duvall, Diana Edwards, Richard Follette, Elaine Folline, Melinda Franks, Hazel Gibson, Parker
Gibson, Joy Grimsley, Betty Gum, Rod & Ginny Hungerford, Alice King, Jim Knight, David Laboone, Jim Larkins, Ben &
Elizabeth Leggett, Joey McCorkle, Beth McMaster, Linda Mittenzwei, Sheila & John Montez, Cese Newcomer, Heidi Partain,
Marsha Reid, Monica Rivera, Hampton Schulz, Rita Sherrer, Brandon and Randolph Shives, Katy Smith, Mike Strong, Stephen
Sutusky, Joanne Tate, Kitty Thompson, Claire Trowbridge, Flora Valentine, Fred West, Brooks Wheeler, Lisa Wilcox, Kim
Woodrum, Dewitt Zemp.
For Expectant Parents: Drew & Eleanor Dozier, Davis & Catherine Bourne, Caleb & Zoe Wesman.
For Military Service Personnel: Hamilton Osborne III, Matthew Simmons, Camilo Morago, Byron Davison, Treb Courie
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2020
VESTRY
MEMBERS
Michael Burkett
SeniorWarden
mwburkett@wjlaw.net

Julian Horst
JuniorWarden
ehorst@mindspring.com

Will Grice
Secretary
gricewill@hotmail.com

Reeve Ballew
reeveballew@gmail.com

Nicole Bell
nbell2007@gmail.com

Biff Blocker
ablocker@outlook.com

Brock Dillard
dbdillard112@gmail.com

Dan Fulton

Grow in the faith….
Women's Fall Bible Study: "Jesus & Women"
Imagine walking the dusty roads of Galilee with Jesus of Nazareth—braving jostling crowds just to
touch the edge of His cloak and hear Him say, “Take heart, daughter, your faith has healed
you.” Those words, once meant to comfort a hurting woman’s soul thousands of years ago, were
also meant for you. Join biblical culturalist Kristi McLelland on those dusty roads as she transports
you back to Jesus’ world, following in the footsteps of the women who came face-to-face with the
Living God. Over 7 sessions, examine the historical and cultural climate of first-century Middle
Eastern society to not only understand Jesus more deeply but to fuel your worship of Him today.
Every other Monday: September 14 - Nov 30, 7 pm. We will start by Zoom and transition to
in-person. Email victoriafleischer@gmail.com to register and for more details.

The Bible Makes Sense: Rector's Bible Study
Our 10:30 am Wednesday study begins a new series on September 30, with Walter Brueggemann's
brief book, The Bible Makes Sense. Brueggemann, a scholar of the Old Testament offers a unique
how-to book about the Bible, inviting us into a relationship with God's Word that leads to life of
joy, wholeness, and peace. Pick up your copy ($13) in the Break Room on the main level of
Heyward Hall or let us know if you need one mailed or delivered to you. Please read the first
chapter for the class on September 30.

TMMB
The Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study will be studying the book of Exodus. Here’s an excerpt from
the workbook by James Newsome: “Weaving together the stories of Moses, the nation of Israel,
and the God who rescues and liberates, Exodus becomes a story for our time, a story about seeking
and finding a redeeming God in times of separation and sin, hopelessness and oppression.” If you’re
interested in participating, you may pick up a workbook in the breakroom of Heyward Hall. This
study meets via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7 am. Join us on Zoom at: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/77852888644

How can we keep from singing? Sept 23 - Oct 28 at 7 pm

daniel.p.fulton@gmail.com Because of the coronavirus and related safety concerns, congregational singing in many churches has
come to a stop. But we need not neglect this aspect of our church life during this challenging
Craig Keeney
time. Being at home with our families offers an opportunity to rediscover singing not as a
ckeeney@mailbox.sc.edu performative activity reserved for a “gifted few” but as a skill that can be developed and enjoyed by
all. Additionally, there is a rich history and theology to be discovered within and around the texts
of beloved songs and hymns.
Stacey Matsui
ksmatsui22@gmail.com
Our goal for “How can we keep from singing” is to involve the St. John’s family in a study of a

Mike McCauley
mwmccauley@gmail.com

Lila McCullough
lilamccullough65@gmail.com

Mackie O’Keefe
mackieok@gmail.com

Mary Sherrer

number of hymns over the course of the fall; we are also interested in assisting members of the
church family in finding and developing their singing voices.
This will involve:
-A virtual "singing school" consisting of digital voice lessons and practice recordings recorded
by myself, Monica, and the choral scholars
-Wednesday night discussions of the history, theology, and meaning behind the hymn of the
week.
-An opportunity for anybody in the St. John's family to submit video recordings of themselves
singing the hymn of the week and/or testimonials of their own thoughts/experience with
the hymn of the week.

msherrer3@gmail.com

We are hoping to collect enough videos over the course of the fall to assemble a video montage of
the St. John's family singing together. It's not a substitute for singing together in person as a
Benton Williamson
bwilliamson@hsblawfirm.com congregation, but it will hopefully tide us over a bit and remind us of what we are hoping to regain
in the future.
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Children & Youth Formation—Fall 2020
Sunday Children's Formation: Illustrated Ministries Beatitudes
Our Sunday morning formation will come in three packages: online, in-person, and self-led.
Choose the best fit for your family!
In-Person:
Backyard Bunch is this year's in-person formation opportunity on Sunday mornings. Starting
September 20, on the first and third Sunday of the month, children meet at 9:30 on the patio to walk to a parishioner's
nearby backyard. There, we will use Illustrated Ministries beautiful Beatitudes curriculum to learn about the abundance of God's
kingdom. Stay and help, go to outdoor worship, or come back to join your child for indoor worship at 10:30! Either way, make
sure your child is signed up for outdoor worship with an asterisk (*) by his or her name. We will need parent volunteers for this
ministry.
Online:
Each Thursday, the epistle will include a link and password to a vimeo video for the week's lesson. Maggie will also send a coloring
page and the parent guide for the week's lesson. Play the video whenever you want!
Self-Led:
Request the teacher guide and coloring sheets from Maggie, and facilitate the lesson in your own home! Maggie is happy to offer
whatever support you need.
Wednesday Afternoon Music
Join Ms. Maggie and Fr. Scott as we dust off our instruments and our vocal cords and make a joyful noise! On Wednesdays at 4
pm. on the patio, we will be learning some old favorite songs and talking about why we sing at church. September 23-October 28.
Shine-only.
This event will also be streamed on Facebook. Can't make it in-person? Tune in!
Bojangle's Tuesdays
A beloved St. John's morning tradition moves to Tuesday! Join us on the St. John's patio starting Tuesday, September 15 for cajun
filet biscuits, fries, and prayer, starting at 7a.m. Come and go as your school schedule allows. Maggie will text the EYC GroupMe
to see if anyone has a specific order besides a cajun filet biscuit, and to make sure she orders enough food. Make sure you are a part
of that group!
Don’t forget Youth Compline Wednesdays at 7 pm (Instagram) & Storytime Thursdays @ 4 pm (Facebook)!
Join us for Children's Chapel on Sunday at 9 am!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82002996774?pwd=eHUvVExQMk1kc3VSdVRXRCsvMXFXdz09
Meeting ID: 820 0299 6774 // Password: 933749

W. Andrew Waldo, Bishop of Upper South Carolina

St. John’s Episcopal Church
2827 Wheat Street
Columbia, SC 29205
803-799-4767

Nicholas M. Beasley, Rector
Scott R. Fleischer, Associate Rector
Charles F. Duvall, Bishop Associate
Deedie Marshall, Priest Associate
Michael T. Brown, Director of Music
Monica Yates, Organist

www.StJohnsColumbia.org
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