
 
The First Sunday of Advent         November 28, 2021 

Welcome to St. John’s! 

Time for prayer is kept before the service. Prayers of preparation are found on p. 833-835 in the red Book of Common Prayer. 

 
BCP-Book of Common Prayer              WLP Hymnal-Wonder, Love and Praise 

The Holy Eucharist, Rite One 

8:00 a.m. 

The Word of God 

Entrance Rite          BCP 323 

The Collect of the Day  

The Summary of the Law          

The Gloria            BCP 324   

The Lessons Jeremiah 33.14-16            Bible 727  

Psalm 25.1-9 Ad te, Domine, levavi      BCP 614   

  I Thessalonians 3.9-13        Bible 1346   

  Luke 21.25-36         Bible 1230 

    (Scripture passages available in the 10:30 service section of the bulletin)      

The Sermon   

The Nicene Creed          BCP 327 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV       BCP 388 

Confession & Absolution         BCP 330 

The Peace 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory  

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer II     BCP 340 

The Breaking of the Bread         BCP 337 

The Communion 

Postcommunion Prayer and Blessing                       BCP 339 

Hymn 66 Come, thou long-expected Jesus       Stuttgart 

Dismissal 

 
The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

10:30am 

The Word of God 

Prelude 

Processional Hymnal 57 Lo! He comes, with clouds descending    Helmsley 

Opening Acclamation and the Collect for Purity     BCP 355 

Celebrant         Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People             And blessed be His kingdom, now and for ever, Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Song of Praise S-100 Trisagion        Hurd 

Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy Immortal One, have mercy upon us (3x) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

The Collect of the Day  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 

time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 

life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The First Lesson Jeremiah 33.14-16        Bible 727 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 

David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and 

Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The LORD is our 

righteousness.” 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual: Psalm 25.1-9 Ad te, Domine, levavi      BCP 614 

The Choir and People sing the italicized second half of each verse, after the asterisk. 

 
1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

   my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph / over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in / their schemes. 
3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

and teach me / your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the / day long. 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from ever/lasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, / O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in / his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the / lowly. 

9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testi/monies. 

 

 



3 

 

 

The Epistle 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13        Bible 1346 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of 

you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 

lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And 

may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love 

for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and 

Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

The Word of the Lord/Thanks be to God. 

Children are invited to make their way to the back of the church to meet an adult for Children's Worship and will 

return at the Peace. 

Sequence Hymnal 66 Come, thou long-expected Jesus     Stuttgart 

The Gospel Luke 21.25-36         Bible 1230 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.   

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 

coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig 

tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is 

already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 

Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. 

For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may 

have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

The Sermon    The Rev. Phil Purser 

The Nicene Creed          BCP 358 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV       BCP 388   

Confession and Absolution of Sin       BCP 360 

The Peace   

Welcome and Announcements  

 

The Holy Communion 
At the Offertory Keep your lamps!       Arr. Andre Thomas 

At the Presentation  Old 100th 

Praise God from whom all blessing flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   
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The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A     BCP 361 

Hymnal S-124 Holy, holy, holy Lord–Sanctus         Hurd 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 

Hosanna in the highest! 

The Breaking of the Bread        BCP 365  

Fraction Anthem: S-161 Agnus Dei       Hurd 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

Hymns at the Communion 

Hymnal 314 Humbly, I adore thee       Adoro devote 

Hymnal 324 Let all mortal flesh keep silence      Picardy 

 Hymnal 61 Sleepers wake! A voice astounds us      Wachet auf  

People’s response to the sending out of the Eucharistic Visitors: 

May you carry the prayers of all of us as you take this Sacrament of Christ’s presence. 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Processional Out Hymnal 74 Blest be the King whose coming    Valet will ich dir geben 

Dismissal 

Postlude  
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Our Worship               
Advent begins this morning, a season of preparation,        
penitence, and contemplation. It is also the first Sunday of a 
new church year. The Gospel of Luke will be our companion 
for most of the 51 Sundays ahead. Could your Advent include 
reading Luke from beginning to end as an introduction to a 
year of worship ahead?  
 

As the Advent season begins, pay attention to some of the 
musical and liturgical changes at the 10:30 service;  we will 
be singing a meditative Trisagion instead of the "Glory to God 
in the highest,"  the Psalm will be sung in a cappella         
plainchant, and during the communion the "Holy, holy,   
holy" and the fraction anthem will be more introspective and 
solemn.  We hope that these changes will help us all to adopt 
a mindset of preparation as we look toward an exuberant and 
joyful Christmas celebration.  During the offertory, the 
Chancel Choir will be singing André Thomas's setting of the 
spiritual "Keep your lamps!"  
 

The altar arrangements are given to the glory of God. 
 

Those participating in Sunday's worship:  
Lector & Chalice:  Rob Wilcox (8:00),  
                              Matt McCloghry, Roger Stroup 10:30) 
Ushers:  Billy Koehler, Jason Lockhart, 
               Michael Mancini, Mike McCauley 
Greeters: Mackie O'Keefe, Carolina Tevepaugh,         
    Charlie Sterne 
Altar Flowers: Robin Campbell 
Livestreaming: Will Rambo 

Lunch, Annual Meeting, 

and Elections  

Sunday, December 5                       
after the 10:30 service          
Join us in the Barr Center Gym with lunch catered by Lizard’s 
Thicket (Chicken, green beans, macaroni and cheese).      
Childcare will be provided. 

Vestry Nominees: Michael Barker, Carl Hiller, Lolly Petroff, 
Lee Sheorn, Rebecca Thomas; the floor will be open to        
additional nominees as well.  

Ministry Reports: Parish finances, the new St. John’s       
Endowment Fund, Assistant Rector search, landscaping and 
tree project, worship and Christian Formation 

St. John’s Giving Tree    
Individual donations are welcome, but 
we still have several ’gift tags’ online 
that have not been chosen yet!   All 
gifts are to be brought next Sunday, 
December 5 for blessing and          
distribution. 
Online Giving Tree: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080A4DAEAE2EA57-
stjohns 

A New Schedule for Christmas Eve 
3 PM: Family Eucharist, with children's sermon,      
 cookies and milk following 
5 PM: Holy Eucharist, with Carols and Sermon 
7 PM: Holy Eucharist, with Carols and Sermon 
 

I share the above with trepidation and hopes that one of these 
services meets your family’s needs on one of the busier nights 
of the year. We have decided, after years of declining           
attendance, not to hold an 11 PM service. The message is the 
same, even as our ministry changes in exterior form with the 
world around us. I look forward to seeing you, your family, 
and many visitors this Christmas Eve. Nicholas †  

 
Enjoy breakfast, and Advent crafts and make 

your family’s advent wreath!  
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Formation Opportunities (resumes next Sunday) 

Sunday Mornings for Adults                                            
New Study of First Corinthians at 9:30 in Equipping the Saints (Multipurpose Room)           
These sessions will include brief videos, lectures, and discussion. First Corinthians is a masterpiece of pastoral theology in which 
the Apostle to the Gentiles treats a number of issues that have caused difficulties in the Christian community at Corinth. The issues 
faced by Paul and his Church reflect conditions and issues of the first-century. Study of the letter provides an opportunity to reflect 
on what it means to be a community of believers, who share many things but disagree on others. It challenges readers to think 
about how they relate to the wider world that they fully engage even if it does not always share their values.                

           

9:30 AM: The Wired Word meets in the Parlor on the first floor of Heyward Hall. Discussion-oriented, this class works off 

lessons emailed to participants in advance, that provoke reflection on Scripture, current events, and our common life. Email Sandy 
Leach (alexandrasandyleach@gmail.com) to be subscribed to the emails.  
 

9:00 AM: The Second Sunday Early Adult Class meets December 12  in the Dining Room of the Barr Center. It is a great 

choice for 8 AM service worshipers.  This season we study: Drive Thru History - Acts to Revelation              
In this series of Drive Thru History, Dave Stotts explores the amazing lives of the very first Christians. Beginning in Jerusalem and 
using the Book of Acts as a roadmap, Dave travels the Mediterranean region to share the people, places, and events that launched 
the Christian faith. This class will investigate what happened after the Gospel accounts of Jesus Christ. Dave follows the lives of the 
disciples through Israel, and travels the missionary routes of Paul and his companions. We finish with John on the island of Patmos, 
and drive through the seven churches of Revelation in Asia Minor. 

Sunday Mornings for Children                          
We will begin Sunday School on September 12 at 9:30 for children 5th grade and under, parents please plan to walk your child to 
class and pick your child up from the door at 10:15 for the first week. Children will be sent home with behavioral covenants; please 
read and sign those with your child.  Classrooms: 3 & 4 year old Little Lambs: Room 129 / 3rd-5th: Room 215 /K-2nd: Room 
226 / 6th-8th: Room 221.   High schoolers will meet at the sundial after the 10:30 service for lunch and conversation. High 
schoolers are invited to help with K-2nd and 3rd-5th grade Sunday School; it is helpful, but not required, to tell Maggie if you will 
be there to help! 

An Advent Sabbath                       
The holy season ahead invites preparation, contemplation, a stilling of the spirit to receive the gift of Christ a new. Everything else 
around us cries out anxiously, take up the busy and many tasks of the season and the end of the year. We invite you to find peace 
on the Sundays of the season by marking them with a greater attention. Run around like your hair is on fire Monday-Saturday this 
Advent and see if you can make Sunday a day of peace and preparation! It is a start. Here are suggestions for the    Sundays ahead:  

Sunday, November 28: A Sabbath from Spending. Wake up this Sunday with an intention not to buy anything for 24 hours. 
Make sure you tank is full and your pantry stocked, and if they are not, receive the gift of staying home and getting creative with 
what you have. Not spending money for a day will give you a break from the idol of commerce in our life and turn your attention 
toward home, God’s creation, and those you love.  

Sunday, December 5: A Sabbath from Screens. Rise this Sunday with an intention to be screen-free for 24 hours. You might 
need to text a bit, but leave those social media apps closed, the NFL unwatched, the Netflix unflicked. See what the Spirit might 
show you with the more focused attention you can pay to the world around you and the neighbors God has given you.  

Sunday, December 12: A Sabbath for Worship. Worship with greater intention this Sunday. Look at the lessons appointed 
on Saturday and make a special study to hear them read and preached on. You can always find them here: http://
www.lectionarypage.net/index.html. Examine your conscience before you come to church and make your confession of sin. What 
are your things done and left undone? Pray for God to prepare you for Holy Communion, that you be ready to receive the Lord 
the sacrament of the altar. Come to church twice; there is a special and beautiful service of Lessons and Carols at 6 PM!  

Sunday, December 19: A Sabbath for Service. Make a plan this day to do something for someone who needs your help. Take 
cookies to someone on your street. Clean up someone’s yard. Ask the church staff how you can help get ready for Christmas!     
Remember that the Lord was born, not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for us all.  
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Family Ministries                                                    
Do you have a babysitter you love who might love working in a church nursery environment? Pass their information along to    
Maggie as we add a few more employees to the St. John’s nursery.  
 

Join us today for EYC! Games and conversation about Advent.  
Middle School 5:00 
Dinner 6:00 
High School 6:30 
 

Pre-YC meets today! 3rd-5th graders come pack backpacks for Hand Middle School, play games, and discuss what the season of 
Advent means for Christians.  
 

Join us this morning for an Advent festival in place of regular Sunday School! Enjoy breakfast, and Advent crafts and make your 
family’s advent wreath! Sign up for Feast of Lights while you're here. Consider bringing some greenery clippings from your yard.  
 

Join us Wednesday December 8 for a service and meal celebrating the Feast of St. Nicholas. There will be festive activities, and 
there might even be a special guest. Wear shoes and socks!  

Christmas Flowers & Special Music                
With your help, St. John's will be decorated and provide special music with trumpets and other instrumentalists at 
Christmas and Epiphany services. Your contributions show forth the glory of our Lord through the beauty of   
flowers and music. Thank you for your $25 dedication in memory of or in thanksgiving for a loved one. Forms        

available in the church narthex and Heyward Hall, or complete the form and pay online at www.stjohnscolumbia.org. The deadline 
is Tuesday, December 14 by Noon. 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 12 at 6 PM 
 Join us for fine Advent music, and an early taste of Christmas, patterned 
on the famous service from King’s  College, Cambridge.  Nursery       
Available.  Join us for the reception that follows!  Sign up here to bring 
something to share: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050A4AACAF2FABFB6-lessons 
            Services of Lessons and Carols for Christmas first became well-known through the Chapel 
at King’s College in Cambridge, England. The first service was sung there in 1918, in an      
attempt to offer a more imaginative and creative Christmas liturgy. The original service was adapted from an order for worship drawn up by E.W. 
Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, for use in a wooden shed, which then served as his cathedral in Truro, at 10PM on Christmas Eve 1880. 
His son recalled: “My father arranged from ancient sources a little service for Christmas Eve – nine carols and nine tiny lessons, which were read by 
various officers of the Church, beginning with a chorister, and ending, through the different grades, with the Bishop.” Though this form of worship 
is still a new one in the long history of the church’s worship, it has much in common, in its alternation of Scripture and songs of prayer and praise, 
with the vigil services that Christians have kept since our earliest days.  

Almost immediately other churches adapted the service for their own use, including for Advent use, as we do tonight. A wider frame began 
to grow when the King’s College service was first broadcast in 1928. It can be heard on NPR in this country on Christmas Eve, usually in the 
morning.  

Dean Eric Milner-White of Kings’ Chapel pointed out that the power of the service is derived chiefly from the lessons rather than the   
music. “The main theme is the development of the loving purposes of God,” seen “through the windows and words of the Bible.” Local interests    
appear, as they do here, in the bidding prayer. Many of those who took part in the first service must have recalled those killed in the Great War 
when it came to the famous passage ‘all those who rejoice with us but on another shore and in a greater light’.  

Holding our service in Advent means our Scriptures and songs are primarily prophetic and anticipatory; they do not quite allow us to   
arrive at Christmas. The final lesson, from the Gospel of Luke, and the final hymn, however, give us a strong foretaste of the Christmas feast. 

The center of the service, in any format or season, is still found by those who “go in heart and mind” and who consent to follow where the story 
leads. We are thankful for all who serve to make our liturgy beautiful and meaningful tonight. Please join us for hospitality in Emmaus Hall in the 
Parish House following the service.                     (Adapted from the website of King’s College, Cambridge) 
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W. Andrew Waldo, Bishop of Upper South Carolina 
Nicholas M. Beasley, Rector 
Deedie Marshall, Priest Associate 
Michael T. Brown, Director of Music                  
Monica Yates, Organist 
Maggie Mallette, Director of Family Ministries  
Rebekah O’Donnell, Parish Administrator 
Rhonda  Gardner, Financial Administrator 
Megan Griffin, Administrative Assistant 
Tony Taylor, Head Sexton 

St. John’s Clergy & Staff 

Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday: 9 AM - 4:30 PM                           

Friday: 9 AM - 12 PM 

Contact    

Phone: 803-799-4767 

Mail: 2827 Wheat St., Columbia, SC 29205                 

Web: StJohnsColumbia.org 

Prayer Requests 
For Healing:  Ann Bowman, Martha Bryan,  Margaret    

Buchanan, Evelyn Bull, Kathy Cunningham, Arthur Cox,   
Landon Derrick, Diana Edwards, Tom & Gloria Faulds, 
Elaine Folline, Janice Finkley, Melinda Franks, Scotty        
Galganowicz, Parker Gibson, Ashley Homer, Ginny        

Hungerford, Frances Jaillette, Jim Knight, Jim & Helen     
Larkins, Wayne Lovelace, Kathryn McCormick, Linda      

Mittenzwei, Alex Newcomer, Cese Newcomer, George 
Reid, Marsha Reid, Monica Rivera, Leigh Sharpe, Brandon 

and Randolph Shives, Annette Shuler, Stephen Sutusky,     
Joanne Tate, John Tiller, Mike Tronco, Claire Trowbridge, 

Ann Wages, Brooks Wheeler. 
For Military Service Personnel: Hamilton Osborne III, 

Matthew Simmons, Camilo Morago, Byron Davison,                        
Treb Courie, Brennen Fleischer, Salters Kneece, Mike 

O’Donnell. 
For our Missionary: Sam F. 

New or Visiting?                                                                        
If you are new or visiting with us, please 
fill out a card so we can get to know you 
and help you get to know us!  Our heart 
is to prepare you to accept God's grace, 
grow in faith, and serve Christ in the 
world.  We would love to connect you 
with staff, clergy and lay ministers. 

Tuesday Morning Men's Bible Study 

TMMBS continues to meet on  Tuesdays at 7 AM in the Barr    
Center Dining Room to read and discuss the Book of Job.  As    
Harold Kushner wrote a few years back, what do we do when 
bad things happen to God’s people?  Job and his friends      
struggle to  answer that question, as do we all.  Davis Bourne 
provides a hearty breakfast.  No books to buy; just bring a Bible 
and your inspired thoughts for good fellowship. 

Wednesday: Rector’s Bible Study 
Email Fr. Beasley if you would like to join our group! We are 
reading Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten               
Commandments Today, by  Adam Hamilton. Books are available 
in the Break Room ($20).  

Friday: Young Men’s Bible Study 
Friday Mornings, 7 AM , Heyward Hall Parlor          
Currently studying the Ten Commandments by reading Adam 
Hamilton's book:  Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten       
Commandments Today. Get a digital or print copy and join us. 

Finlay House – Needing Part Time Help 
We are seeking a part time bus driver to assist with some   
driving of residents to different places.  The hours are      
Tuesdays from 8:30 – 12:30 and Fridays from 8:30 – 
11:30.  The pay is $13.00 per hour.  The driver helps unload 
grocery bags for the tenants upon return to Finlay House.  
This may be the perfect position for a retiree looking for a few 
hours per week! 

It is about time to Ketchup! 
Don't wait to the last minute to catch 
up on your 2021 giving to St. John's. 
December gets hectic, and we are ready 
to put your gift to good use. Email or 
call our finance administrator Rhonda 
Gardner at 602-6428, ext 104, or 
rsg@stjohnscolumbia.org if you need 
information on your pledge, for wiring 
instructions, or for help giving from a 
retirement account. Giving appreciated 
securities or from your Required     
Minimum Distribution can be a help a tax time. St. John's 
appreciates your generosity!  


